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We’re #2 —hey, it could be worse
Providence maintains ranking in U.S. News regional university
category for fourth consectutive year
By Stephanie Wodowski ’04
News Staff
The U.S. News and World
Report rankings for America’s
colleges and universities were
released online last week and on
newstands Monday, along with
the usual fanfare. While some
advanced
and
others
plummeted,
Providence
College maintained its No. 2
spot
among
“Best
Universities—Master’s/North
Region.”
Despite fierce
competition, the College has
topped the list for seven years
running. It was also calculated
as tenth in the category of “Best
Values,” indeed a great school
at a great price.
“Achieving a strong
standing in academic excellence
from independent sources is
always desirable,” said College
President Rev. Philip A. Smith,
O.P. “Consistently maintaining
that high level of performance
over time is a real tribute to the
professionalism
and
commitment of the Providence
College community.”
U.S. News takes seven
factors into consideration when
ranking the upper echelon of the
academic world.
These

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Providence College has not held the first place spot in its category since 1998.
variables are peer assessment,
retention of students, faculty
resources, student selectivity,
financial resources, alumni
giving, and graduation rate

performance.
Most heavily
peer assessment,
survey given to
provosts and

weighted is
based on a
presidents,
deans of

admissions at equivalent
schools. Providence College
was awarded a score of 3.7, the
highest possible being a 5.0. As
for retention, it is considered

that if a high proportion of
freshmen stay at and eventually
graduate from a school, it is
offering the classes and services
needed to succeed. 92% of
entering freshmen go on to
receive a PC diploma.
Research has shown that
students are more inclined to
acquire knowledge if they are
satisfied with their professors.
The primary indicators that
constitute an environment
conducive to learning are
faculty salary and the
proportion of classes with fewer
than twenty students to those
with greater than fifty.
The profile of accepted
freshmen is taken into account
as determining the academic
atmosphere of a college. This
includes acceptance rate, SAT
scores, and proportion of
students who graduated in the
top 10% of their high school
class. The class of 2005 had a
SAT range of 1090-1260.
Strong financial backing al
lows a college to provide a wide
range of programs and services.
High average per-student
spending on instruction, re
search, and related educational

RANKINGS/Page 4

Freshman presidential campaign kicks off
By Keith Carr ’04
News Staff
and Frank Caliva ’04
News Editor
A laid-back consensus
builder, a political activist from
California, a high school
student leader with perfect
attendance, and two student
council presidents; what does
ELECTION such a group
COVERAGE share in com
mon? All of
them are freshmen, and all are
candidates for the presidency of
the Class of 2006.
While all of the candidates
for the position expressed an
exuberant love for PC after just
two-and-one-half weeks of
classes, the paths that brought
them to this point vary
considerably. “We have a long
family tradition [of attending
college at PC] — my mother,
sister, and cousin all went here,”
explained Matt Weber ’06, of
East Longmeadow, Mass. Katie
French ’06, of Los Gatos, Calif.,
said that she had been looking
for a small East Coast liberal

arts college. Acknowledging
that Providence was markedly
different from her other choices
- Amherst, Haverford, Vassar,
and Brown - she said that the
financial aid provided by the
College was a significant factor
in her attending.
Dave Papale ’06, of
Wallingford, Conn., said he was
attracted to PC because of its
small size and “homey
atmosphere,” along with the
fact that his sister is in
attendance here. Shannon M.
Kelly ’06, of Walpole, Mass.,
also cited the size of the College
as a factor in her decision, along
with her enthusiasm for the city
of Providence. Lauren Glover
’06, of Remsenberg, N.Y.,
credited
her
guidance
counselor, and the fact that she
was wait-listed at Boston
College, as primary reasons for
her coming to the College.
Similarly, the candidates
cited different motivations for
running for office. “I know this
sounds cliched,” said French,
“but I’ve had a lifelong desire
to be involved and to make

Jealous of URI’s concerts?
Find out why PC hasn’t
had a hot show in three
years. A&E, page 14.

changes for the better.” For
Weber, on the other hand, the
campaigning process itself is as
attractive as actually winning
office. “I enjoy the campaign
process,” he said. “It’s a way to
meet people, and express
myself. It’s extremely fun, and
winning [the election] is really
just a plus.” Papale said a
“desire to help out and listen to
people’s ideas,” spurred him
into seeking office.
All of the prospective
freshmen class presidents
acknowledged that they were in
a difficult position in terms of
the fact that after only a few
weeks at PC, they were still
unsure of their role in Student
Congress if elected. Only one
candidate, Weber, presented an
actual platform he would try to
enact if elected. His platform
has three major planks; an
appreciation banquet for
cafeteria and UNICCO
employees, an extension of
weekday parietals until 1 a.m.,
and an attempt to increase the
variety of class dances. Kelly
was more reluctant to

enumerate specific proposals,
saying “I’m open to different
ideas, and will [listen] to what
others have to say.” French said
one of her major concerns is the
political apathy she has noticed
among her classmates. In
Papale’s opinion, the parietal
fines are a bit excessive and that
is something he would like to

Freshman Class Voting
Freshmen can vote for class
officers and representatives
Tuesday, Sept. 24, in
Raymond Cafeteria from
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Students must bring their
PC ID in order to cast a
ballot.
see changed.
The candidates were also
asked what they anticipated
Student Congress to be like.
French answered frankly, “I
think Congress seems like a
social organization.” Weber
would like to see the Congress,
“.. .pass things — make it more
like the U.S. Congress.” Kelly

PC’s poor security
and ineffectual 9/11
service. Commentary
has it all, page 12.

said she’d work well with
everyone, “I think we would
work well together.” According
to Papale, being on Student
Congress means “getting things
accomplished and having a
good time.”
The candidates were all
honest about what they would
do should they not be elected.
French summed it up for all of
the candidates by saying, “even
if I am not elected president, I
still want to be involved.” This
seems to be the consensus as all
of the candidates appear
anxious to serve on committees
— anything to stay involved.
When asked what
distinguished him from the
other candidates, Weber
answered with a gnomic
statement that sums up the
whole race: “We’re all equals,
we all put our pants on one leg
at a time.”

MORE ELECTION
COVERAGE/Pages 4-6
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Learning the Ropes:
Prospective ROTC cadets face first
challenge during Discovery Days
Campus Crime Watch
The PC campus was informed
about two serious crimes that
occurred this weekend in our
neighborhood. On Thursday, Sept.
12, at approximately 1:45 a.m., three
non-PC male students assaulted two
male PC students. The assault
occurred near the corner of Eaton and
Pembroke Streets. The Providence
Police Department was advised of the
assault. Another incident occurred
outside of the Prime Time Cafe. Two
or three female teenagers, thought not
to be students of the college,
assaulted three female PC students.
With respect to this incident at Prime
Time, Fr. McPhail, O.P. writes in his
campus-wide notice, “I again wish to
advise you that assaults in the past
have been associated with Prime
Time. 1 believe that you should have
concerns with your safety." In both
cases no one suffered serious injury.
Descriptions of the assailants are not
complete at this time.
The PC campus itself was not
quiet this weekend. On Thursday,
Sept. 12, a vehicle was damaged
while parked in Dore Hail lot. A
softball broke the windshield of a car
on Saturday before 1 a.m. in
Raymond Hall lot. Lastly, late
Sunday morning a vehicle was .
vandalized while parked in the Davis
Hall lot. According to Security,
students should be aware that their
vehicles are not safe from damage or
vandalism though they may be parked
on school property. Reportedly,
cameras in the parking lots have
diminished the number of thefts and
vandalisms, but not erased the
problem.

By Molly Hanlon ’03
News Staff
Located at Camp Fogarty in East
Greenwhich, R.I., it first looks like a
modem playground. Complete with vir
tual reality training, a 65-foot tower for
free rappeling, and rock wall climbing,
this adventure training is the second part
of the ROTC second annual Discovery
Days event. It’s goal: to give interested
candidates for this year’s battalion a
sense of “how rewarding it is to work
at being part of a team and have a pur
pose to be physically at your best,” com
mented senior ROTC cadet Dan Tower
’03.
The event kicked off on Thursday,
Aug. 29, in the early afternoon, when
Lt. Col. McGonagle and Dan Coulter
’03, the cadet battalion commander,
conducted a welcome reception for the
new cadets and their parents. Lieuten
ant Paul Marcato, a recent graduate of
Providence College who currently
works for ROTC as its Goldbar Re
cruiter, commented on the freshmen and
new cadets orientation. “It is a spectacu
lar thing to be able to meet new people
right off the bat, to be able to pick you
roomate and get a feel for the program
in order to figure out whether or not it
is for you.”
Discovery Days boasted a record
turnout of interested cadets. Over 40 po
tential freshmen and upper classmen
signed up to partake in the ROTC exhi
bition. A majority of the people inter
ested in joining ROTC were either re
cruited by Lieutenant Paul Marcato, re
ceived “mail-outs,” or approached
ROTC at various club and involvement
fairs. Once they arrived at Discovery
Days, all senior cadets were responsible
to “talk to the people and convince them
of all the reasons they should join,” said
Tower.

The Friday adventure training in
cluded a full day of team building and
military related exercises. The students
climbed a portable rock wall, learned ba
sic marksmanship skills, and
manuevered an obstacle course designed
to build confidence. After the day of
physical activity, the battalion finished
it off with a BBQ before heading back

only our second year of recruitment.
With next year’s promotion in place, I
look forward to hearing how it goes.”
This week, Marcado leaves for pilot
training in Alabama.
ROTC offers multiple reasons to join
their Department of Military Science and
Leadership. With Lt. Col. McGonagle
recently taking over leadership of the

Courtesy ROTC

A ROTC cadet rappels during a training exercise at the recent Discovery
Days at Camp Fogarty, in East Greenwich, R.I.
to campus.
Lieutenant Paul Marcado said of the
event’s success, “I believe it was very
successful for a number of reasons. Over
40 new students showed up, and this is

department, long-time cadets such as
Tower believe that he “has brought a
much better learning and training atmo
sphere. Every year classes seem to get
better and better.”

—Natalie Forbes ’05

WDOM sees WBRU
event cancelled

Welcome back from WDOM
Anthony Chu ’03, music director at
WDOM-FM, welcomed freshmen
and other prospective D.J.’s to the
WDOM open house held Sunday,
Sept. 15, in McPhail’s.

Providence College student radio
station WDOM successfully blocked
a professional radio on-campus
promotion scheduled for Thursday.
The WDOM executive board first
learned of the event when the
“S.A.I.L. Digest,” a publication of the
Student Activities Involvement and
Leadership Office, announced it in its
e-mail edition early Wednesday
morning. S.A.I.L. planned to host
WBRU, a Providence “modern rock”
station, which would be broadcasting
live Thursday from noon to 2 p.m..
from lower Slavin, and giving out
promotional items. WDOM executive
board members approached S.A.I.L.
Director Sharon Hay and requested
that she cancel the event. “It was a
conflict of interest,” said WDOM
General Manager Scott Seseske ’04,
“We felt that if wc couldn’t bring in
off-campus bands and off-campus
students to listen to those bands, then
an off-campus radio station shouldn’t
be able to come and broadcast here.”
After checking how binding the
College's commitment to WBRU
was, Hay informed WDOM that
WBRU would not be coming to
campus on Thursday. Hay and the
S.A.I.L. Office were unavailable for
comment Wednesday evening.

—Dave Holman ’03

Wanna
right for
News?
Come to
Slavin
104, and
tell us
what's
wrong with
this ad.
PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl
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Students give first senior night in
McPhail’s high marks
By Shawna Hassett ’03
News Staff
There was a buzz among members of
the class of 2003 days before the first
Senior Night, held Saturday night, Sept.
14, in McPhail’s. “I don’t know if it’s
because its being held in a new spot or
because its our first one, but it seems like
a lot of people are going to be there,”
Student | Etin Corigliano
life sa'd on Saturday after' noon.
The event began at 9 p.m. at the
newly-opened McPhail’s in Slavin Cen
ter. For many seniors in attendance, this
was the first time they had been to the
“re-vamped Stuarts.” Students initially
checked in with security guards who
were required to stamp the hands of those
who are 21 years of age and older.
Once inside, seniors had the option
of dancing, sampling the appetizers,
playing pool, socializing with class
mates, or mingling by the bar. It was
obvious that the drink of choice, at least
for girls, was any of the frozen varieties.
“I think I have to buy one of those Is
land Oasis machines for our apartment,”

Carissa Ferriso ’03 said while savoring
a frozen mudslide.
By about 10 p.m., the bar was teem
ing with seniors and a few juniors who
had somehow managed to sneak into the
event. The D.J. provided the crowd with
music, which certainly stirred a good
number of students to their feet. An ani
mated Jen Neil ’03 even mounted the
stage to showcase her dancing talents at
one point.
Tim Brock ’02, now a graduate stu
dent at PC, was bartending at the event.
He works as one of two graduate assis
tants for McPhail’s and is responsible for
handling the money, ordering supplies,
hiring, and basic organization responsi
bilities. Surprised at the turnout, Brock
said, “Next time we’ll be better prepared
for how much beer we go through.”
The class was apparently enthusias
tic, as evidenced by the “Seniors!” chant
that was started multiple times by John
DiSalvatore ’03. Meaghan Donah ‘03
admitted that she had been eagerly await
ing the first Senior Night since she re
turned for school. “I couldn’t wait for
this first one,” she said. “It’s a chance
for all of us to come together and it’s

Shakin’
things up

also something different to do.”
Jon Earle ’03, Tim Curran ’03, Shawn
Donnelly ’03, and Adam Bonneville ’03
said that they were remarkably pleased
with the event. “Brad’s is all freshmen
now,” Donnelly stated. “McPhail’s is
where it’s at!”
Members of the class continued to
trickle in throughout the night. “I am so
glad I could make it,” Michelle Ward ’03
said when she entered at around mid
night. “I was out to dinner with my par
ents and didn’t think it would still be

Brad’s is all freshmen now.
McPhail’s is where it’s at!

Shawn Donnelly ’03

going on. I’m surprised everyone is still
here!”
Although the lights came on around
12:30 a.m., most seniors were reluctant
to depart.“It was so much fun we hon

estly lost track of time, Kelly Harrington
’03 said. “We didn’t end up leaving un
til 1 a.m. They practically had to kick us
out,” twins Amy and Lisa Okrongly ’03
laughed.
Beth Holland ’03, who was not able
to attend due to, according to her, “an
unforgiving work schedule” said she will
absolutely be at the next event. “I’m so
mad I couldn’t make it,” she complained.
“After talking with everybody it seemed
like it was such a good time. There’s no
way I won’t be at the next one.”
According to Brock, senior nights are
scheduled to occur at least once every
month. Though he had fun at his own
senior nights, formerly held in Stuarts,
Brock said, “I think McPhails is a much
better facility.”
Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P., Vice
President of Student Services and
McPhail’s namesake, made a guest ap
pearance at the event. He said, “I was
very pleased that so many seniors were
having such a good time and enjoying
themselves.”

Making it in Hollywood
Or NYC or Anyplace between
With television producer Alisa Capaldi

Monday, Sept. 23
6:00 p.m.
Moore Hail I
Learn about;..
• Writing/Producing/Event Management
• Jobs & Internships
• Contacts & Resources
• And more!
Sponsored by Career Services and BOP

Office of Safety and Security: Services and Resources
Providence College, Fall 2002
BRIANNE RAMAGOSA'05/ The Cowl

Tiffany Costa ’03 (left) and Sonia Freatas ’06 blend daquiris for Carribean
Night at McPhail’s on Tuesday, Sept. 16.

www. thecowl. com
the most fun you can
have on
campus...legally.

-The Office of Safety and Security is now lo
cated at the building next to the Huxley Av
enue gate (formerly the Health Center). It is
open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For infor
mation and assistance call 865-2391. For emer
gencies call 865-2222.
-Emergency telephones are provided through
out the campus. Emergency blue light phones
and security cameras are also located strategi
cally across campus. All equipment is moni
tored 24 hours a day by security.
-The on-campus escort service will be in place
during the evening from 6:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
The students will be on foot patrol and will be
wearing blue or orange security vests. In or
der to assist and report any incidents, this year
all student escort supervisors will have radio
contact with the security office. Student escorts
will be available in the library, Harkins Hall,
and Slavin Center. Students can also call x2392
for assistance.
-The shuttle service is available to assist you
in providing transportation between campus
and the surrounding PC neighborhood. The
service, which is administered by the SAIL
Office, operates 7 days a week when classes
are scheduled. Cal) x2940 for information on
times and routes.
-This year there will be additional detail secu
rity officers on foot patrol in the perimeter of
the campus (Eaton St., Huxley Ave., residence
halls and apartments) on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights during the month of Septem
ber, and as needed.
-The Providence Police Department detail of
ficers will also be on duty in the college neigh

borhood every night during the first week of
school and every weekend during the academic
year to assist in maintaining a safe and secure
neighborhood.
-The Office of Safety and Security website,
www.providence.edu/security, has a “Silent
Witness” link for anonymous reporting. Any
one can report an assault, drugs, or any crime
without giving a name.
-Students can register expensive serialized
property such as computers, bikes and cam
eras with the Office of Safety and Security.
This information will be maintained in a data
base that can be entered into the National
Crime Information Center if the item is sto
len.
-Through the security liaison program with the
Office of Residence Life, patrol officers are as
signed to each residence hall. The officers meet
regularly with residence staff and provide in
put on programs and services concerning stu
dent safety.
-Resisting Aggression Defensively (RAD)
training program is available to all students.
The program, which may be of special inter
est to women, is conducted by Sgt. Ray Jarvis
of the Office of Safety and Security. To find
out about the fall class schedule, call Sgt. Jarvis
at x2388.
-When deemed necessary, Warning Crime
Alerts are issued through the Office of the Vice
President for Student Services. Students are
officially notified via e-mail and voice mail.
Notices may also be placed in the Cowl and
throughout the campus.
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Parietals fines, smoking ban on agenda for
prospective freshmen vice-presidents
By Lauren Wholley ’04
News Staff
They all have Student
Congress experience, they all
love Providence College and
they’re all running for freshman
class Vice President. This year,
there are five eager candidates
vying for the coveted secondin-command
VICE.
PRESIDENT position yet
’because the
freshman have only been at PC
for a few weeks, they are hoping
their classmates can learn a little
more about Tom Casano ’06,
Neil Fortin ’06, Kaitlin Gately
’06, Meghan Ingram ’06, and
Lindsey Sheppard ’06, before
they have to vote.
When asked why she chose
to run for Vice President instead
of President of her freshmen
class, Sheppard claimed “I don’t
think there is that much of a
difference.” She feels her prior

VP experience will come in
handy in a college setting.
However, Casano sees Vice
President as a more peopleoriented position because he
“works well with others.” For
psychology major Gately, her
candidacy for Vice President
was decided when one of her
friends started thinking about
the presidency. “I decided as a
team with Lauren Glover,” she
said. Whatever the reason for
running, all five seemed
confident that they could meet
the demands of the position.
The candidates gave varied
responses when asked their
opinion on PC’s Student
Congress and what they hope to
accomplish by being a member.
Fortin thinks Congress is more
than a social organization
because the members seem to
“take it seriously.” But
Ingram’s first impression was
that “there will be social aspects

to every group.” Similarly,
Casano knows that Congress is
“put there to seem like students
have power,” but he also
believes that “voicing opinions
is better than nothing.” None
of the candidates had concrete
ideas about their role, but the
overall candidate platform
seemed to lean toward
instituting change on campus by
talking to the students and
getting their view on certain
topics.
Despite only being on
campus for a limited amount of
time, each candidate had
something to say about PC’s
key issues of debate. Ingram
does not agree with parietals,
but McVinney’s Sheppard
thinks the parietal rules are
“OK,” especially for students
living in a double room. Mass.born Fortin thinks the new
smoking fines are “very good”
even though there has been

ongoing controversy about the
rule since school began.
So what do the candidates
think of the universal freshman
experience, Western Civil
ization? “I don’t mind it... I did
OK on my first Civ quiz!”
Gatley exclaimed. Casano finds
the work load “demanding,” but
is enjoying it nonetheless. An
optimistic Sheppard claimed, “I
kinda like it...as long as you
keep up with the work, it’s OK.”
None of the freshman expressed
any disdain for the two-year
course and saw it as something
that they were all in together.
Though they all share Civ
and a similar college
experience, the candidates also
want to express their uniqueness
to the voting public. Last year,
Ingram was instrumental in
organizing a race for the victims
of September 11, which raised
$8,000 for the cause. Fortin
encourages his class to “do

something you have never
thought possible, join a club, get
an A, smile, laugh, relax, and I
will be there to help.” Similarly,
Sheppard wants her classmates
to know that her motivation for
running is not “so everyone
knows me.”
It appears that each of the
candidates has other plans lined
up for the year if they don’t win
the Student Congress election.
Fortin participated in PC’s
Urban Action a few weeks ago
and wants more people to
express their interests by joining
clubs. If Gatley doesn’t get
elected this year, she can see
herself reconsidering the
candidacy for next year, but
hopes to keep busy with the
Debate team and Outdoor
Adventure Club. All five VP
candidates are hoping to make
the most of their freshmen year
by getting involved, beginning
with their bid for class office.

Headed for a bright future’: treasurer candidates look
ing to change PC, improve class events
'

by

Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff

This year’s four candidates
for treasurer of the freshman
class do share one thing: a
desire to serve their class.
Beyond that, however, their
ideas
and
TREASURER levels
of
experience
diner greatly.
Tarra Dayton, who is
undeclared, was involved in
Student Council at St.
Anthony’s High School on
Long Island, N. Y. “The ability
to help others is a big part of my
life,” she said.“I like to be
involved and meet new people.”
Kevin Briere ’06, an
accounting major, has no prior
experience
in
student
government, but held the
position of treasurer in various
organizations in his hometown
ofWobum, Mass. Briere is very
schedule-oriented.“I pencil in
my friends,” he said. He also
added that he’s very organized.
For example, he alphabetizes
his notebooks according to
subject.
John Zinno ’06, like Briere,
is interested in account

ing.While he hasn’t held any
prior offices, he was awarded
for excellence in business
studies. Zinno is also a member
of the rugby team. “I won’t be
hurt, but I’d like to win,” he said
concerning the election.
Eric Andrichuk ’06 was
treasurer of his class for three
years at Orchard Park High
School in N.Y. “Student
government gives you a feeling
of power,” he said in his soft
Southern-like drawl, acknow
ledging with a grin that he has
no idea where the accent comes
from.
Each student put forth ideas
concerning what he or she’d do
if elected. Zinno, for example,
would like to hold office hours
to take recommendations from
students concerning what
they’d like done.“I need to
listen to students to see what
they say. I mean, it’s a
democracy.”
Dayton was similarly
interested in listening to the
students.“I’d like to hear
students’ ideas,” she said.S he
did add that two issues that
she’d possibly like to address
would be the food at Raymond

cafeteria and the improvement
of sports facilities, such as the
addition of an outdoor track and
a better gym.
Briere focused more on the
financial aspects of Student
Congress, saying he’d like to
help expand some clubs, such
as the martial arts club, that
aren’t budgeted well right now.
He also said that, depending on
the budget, he’d like to plan
freshman class events, such as
a stag and trips to Waterfire,
Newport, and the Patriots
games.
Andrichuk, not citing any
specific goals, said he’d get
involved, adding it wouldn’t
take long for him to get
comfortable in the role of
treasurer. “I’ll do a better job
than the other candidates,” he
said.
The candidates also voiced
opinions on a number of issues,
one being the new anti-smoking
policy at Providence College.
Many expressed their approval;
Andrichuk thought it was a
good idea, and Briere said it
was reasonable. Dayton also
said that she is opposed to
smoking.

Another contentious issue
the candidates discussed was
the increase in fines for
violating visitation rules.“We
chose to come to a Catholic
school, and those are the rules,”
Dayton said. She also thought
it helped roommates get along
easier.
Briere held a similar view,
saying that he thought the rules
were fair during the week, but
not on the weekend. “The fines
help enforce the rules,” he said.
Andrichuk thought that if he
had been an upperclassman, he
might be upset about the fines,
saying they seem pretty high,
but as he was just coming in to
the situation, he wasn’t.
Zinno expressed his views
on the lack of housing on
campus.“Off campus housing
isn’t bad, but personally, I
wouldn’t want to live in it.”
The candidates, to varying
degrees, had opinions about the
role Student Congress plays,
especially the social aspect.
Andrichuk said it does seem
like a social organization,
calling it a good thing. “It helps
solve more problems,” he
said.“It’s great that you can find

a bond.”
Briere also thought there was
a social aspect, but said that
there are things that need to be
done, such as the budget. “The
purpose of Student Congress is
to work for the students,” he
said.
Dayton said that being on
Congress appears to have its
benefits. She mentioned
moving in early, dances,
meeting people, and helping the
student body, for example.
“Everyone should get into clubs
or sports,” Zinno said, referring
to his willingness to be
involved. He thought that his
wide variety of interests and
good foresight would help him
to be a good treasurer.
Briere said that he’s very
hardworking, and would like to
make an impact.“ITl give 100%
commitment, he said.
“I have the qualities to be a
good leader. I’m strong, smart,
caring and a good listener,”
Dayton said of herself. Of her
class, she said, “The Class of
2006 is headed for a bright
future in all that is to come here
at PC.”

RANKINGS: Administration delighted
continued from page 1
expenditures during the previous fiscal year falls into
this division.
Graduation rate performance measures the differ
ence between a school’s six-year graduation rate for
the class that entered in 1995 and the predicted rate for
the cunent class. If the actual rate is higher than the
predicted rate, then U.S.News judges that the institu
tion is enhancing achievement. PC’s 83% graduation
rate was cited as the third highest in the nation.
Alumni giving rate is an indirect measure of how
satisfied graduates are with their school. The more
given, the assumption is that grads are happier with the
quality of education received. Approximately 32% of
alumni gave donations to the College during the 19992000 and 2000-2001 academic years, putting them on
the higher end of the philanthropic spectrum.
The College’s administration was delighted with the
school’s ranking. As expressed by Dr. Canavan, Vice
President of Academic Administration, the consistency
of being at the head of academia speaks for itself in
terms of the quality of a Providence College education.
The curriculum offered is one that many colleges re

spect, admire and try to emulate. In addition, the West
ern Civ. program, central to the liberal arts character
of the school, gives students a well-rounded scholas
tic background, and the ability to converse on virtu
ally any topic. There is continual tweaking in the
agenda of the school, such as new courses and pro-

Maybe the US News editor is a Villanova
graduate.
Rev. Mark Nowel, O.P.
grams, as the school strives to stay updated and give
the College population an abundance of resources in
and out of the classroom. The merit of a PC education
is verified in the success of the graduates—they are
sought after by businesses because they are well and
broadly educated.
Rev. Mark. Nowel, O.P., Dean of Undergraduate
Studies, believes that the outstanding faculty, academic
offerings, campus life and sense of community draws

students to seek admission to the College. He believes
that while rankings are a starting point when prospec
tive students are beginning the search to further their
education, it is the friendliness of the students and their
outgoing nature that draws outsiders to the school.
When confronted with the fact that Villanova Univer
sity has held the No. 1 position just ahead of Provi
dence College for the past four years, Dean Nowel re
marked with a chuckle, “Maybe the U.S. News editor
is a Villanova graduate.”

How We Stacked Up in ’01: PC vs. Villanova

Freshman Retention Rate:
Avg. Graduation Rate:
Acceptance Rate:
Avg. Alumni Giving Rate:
% of Classes Under 20:
% of Full-time Faculty:
Student/Faculty Ratio:

92%
83%
57%
32%
56%
92%
13:1

93%
84%
50%
25%
41%
83%
13:1
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Secretary race heats up as
two freshmen face off
By Keith Carr ’04
News Staff
With the election a mere week away,
emotions are high and divisions are deep
as this year’s candidates for secretary of
the Student Congress campaign
vigorously to see who will prevail upon
their fellow students and win their votes.
The two candidates
SECRETARY share similar high
school backgrounds
but different visions about what they
want to bring to the Student Congress.
Allyza Lopez ’06 and Kristen Cleary
’06, the two candidates for secretary, hail
from different parts of the Northeast.
Lopez is from Long Island, NY and
Cleary is from West Boylston, Mass.
Both are candid about what exactly it is
that drew them to Providence College.
According to Lopez, “PC was actually
my second choice. I had my deposit sent
in to BC [Boston College] but PC gave
me a full scholarship.” Lopez is of Asian
and Philippine descent, and has been
awarded a scholarship from the Balfour
Center. Cleary said that “[I] applied to
many schools but came to PC because
of monetary considerations and a
closeness to home.” She is also on a
scholarship.
There are four secretaries for each of
the four classes as well as a secretary that
is part of the Student Congress Executive
Board. The Student Congress is an
advisory body intended to be the official
representative of the student body,
regulate extracurricular activities of
student organizations, promote unity of

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Kristen Cleary ’06 and Allyza Lopez ’06, challengers for class secretary.
purpose and action among the students,
and to promote the best interests of the
students of Providence College (Section
One, A-D, Student Congress
Constitution). The secretary of the
Student Congress for the freshman class
is, according to Article Seven, Section
IV, responsible for “(A) corresponding
on behalf and keeping all records of the
class with the exception of financial
records; and (B) notifying all class
officials of forthcoming meetings.”
The candidates were asked for their
thoughts on issues related to the election.
Why do the two candidates want to
become secretary? According to Lopez,
“I like to get involved in new things, new
experiences; I really want to meet new
people and help get things done.” Cleary
says that she “wants to get involved” and
that she eventually decided to run for
office when “some girls told me that it
was exactly the same as student council.”
Cleary said that she “originally was
going to run for class representative,” but

eventually decided on secretary instead.
When asked what she believed the
responsibilities of the Congress and the
class secretary, Lopez responded by

Because of the [parietals] fines,
living in the dorm is more
comfortable, but [the fines] are
excessive.
Kristen Cleary ’06
saying she would “find out what the
freshman class wants,” and “try to bring
people together.”According to Cleary,
the secretary is responsible for “taking
notes, giving a re-cap of meetings, and
sharing info and newsletters.”
On the new fines for parietal
violations, Lopez commented, “you need
rules and it’s good in some ways.”
However, she expressed some concern

about visitation rules being so strictly
enforced. Cleary admitted that “because
of the fines, living in the dorm is more
comfortable,” but said that the fines were
“excessive.”
We asked the candidates whether they
had any new ideas to bring to the
Congress. Lopez commented that she
wants “upperclassmen to be more
involved” and wants to bring people
together. Cleary noted that the “gym is a
little sketchy” and said she would like
to see “soap, towels, and contact paper”
in the girls’ restroom and showers.
Lopez and Cleary also have
experience in the area of student
government. Lopez was secretary and
vice-president of her high school class
and Cleary was also a member of her
class’s student council. Here at PC,
Lopez is already involved in the Asian
American Club as well as Circle K.
Cleary said she would like to “get
involved with BOP.” Both candidates are
gregarious and charming, eager to do all
that they can for their class. Lopez said
concerning student involvement with
the Congress, “I’m enthusiastic and I
would want them to go to the meetings
and get to know me.” The two candidates
said that if they were not elected, they
would still like to be on committees and
attend meetings — anythng to be
involved.
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Nine freshmen muscle for five class representative spots
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff
The candidates running for
freshman class representative
share a common bond: they all
held leadership positions in high
school, whether they were class
officers or team captains, and
would like to become equally
involved in college.
CLASS
Katie Larsen
REP
’06, president of her
high school student council, ex
plained the role of a Student
Congress representative. “Their
job is legislation and hearing
what students have to say,” she
said.“It’s different than student
council.” Mickey Begin ’06,
secretary of her class in high
school, had another viewpoint.
“A class representative should
be a good role model and get the
class involved,” she said. She
thought fostering a sense of
community was a very impor
tant goal.
Cara Steffey ’06, president
of the volunteer club at her high
school, said her goal would be
to get out and talk to the fresh
men.
Listening to her peers was
also important to Kate Dailey
’06, treasurer of her student
council in high school.“I’m en
thusiastic, and can help liven
the class up,” she said. Laura
Juliano ’06, secretary of her
high school congress during her
senior year, thought she could
help introduce new ideas. In
high school, she played a role
in organizing a “Locks for
Love” program as well as a
“Battle of the Bands”.
Kelly O’Neill ’06, who has

attended leadership camp and
was a class representative in
high school, felt confident in her
qualifications. “I believe that I
am qualified to represent the
freshmen in Student Congress
because of the simple fact that I
am a member of this class,” she
said. She also added that she
would speak up for the students
and their needs, and would be
dedicated to their cause.
Kat Page ’06, class president
during her freshman and sopho
more years of high school and
a member of the ROTC, felt she
could add diversity to the Con
gress, as she was bom in Korea
and adopted. “I’m diverse,” she
said.“It doesn’t represent
Providence College, but it
should.” Larsen also felt she
could add diversity, as she is
Jewish. “I want people to know
our class for what it is,” she
said.“What makes our class
stand out? I want to make that
come out.”
Some of the candidates were
optimistic about the ability of
Student Congress to get things
done despite its role as an advi
sory board. Drew Heller ’06,
class secretary during high
school, was one such candidate.
“If you have good points that
you represent rationally, you
can make yourself heard and
can get things done,” she said.
O’Neill agreed with this
view. She thought Student Con
gress could have a huge influ
ence, as long as the people had
positive attitudes and were there
for the right reasons.“In high
school, it was a popularity con
test,” she said.“We’ll be serious.
I’d like to get things done,” she
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Cara Steffey ’06 (left) and Laura Juliano ’06 discuss issues
facing the freshman class.
added, referring to this year.
Dailey thought Student Con
gress was really about meeting
people and having fun. Begin
concurred, saying, “Why can’t
representing your class be fun?”
The students expressed vari
ous motivations for running for
Student Congress. Juliano ad
mitted that she didn’t really
want to attend this school. Re
ferring to coming here, she said,
“It was a situation I didn’t want
to be put into, but when I got
here, I fell in love with the
school.”
“This is going to look good
on a transcript,” Page said.“It is
a selfish motive. What will I get
out of this? But then you look
at it, and you’re really the voice
of your class.” She said she
finds the electoral process fun,
since it’s a great opportunity to
meet new people.
Steffey, who loves the com
munity here at the College,
wants to organize events and
help others get involved.For

example, she recently organized
a pizza party for the girls on her
floor.
Begin wants to help her
class become more informed. “I
talk to people on my floor and
in the cafeteria. I’m going to
events, not just sitting in my
dorm room,” she said. She felt
that students could come to her
with ideas. Heller decided to run
for office because she thought
Student Congress would be fun.
“I did this in high school, and I
thought it would be fun to try
it,” she said. “I want to make PC
a better place, though it’s al
ready great,” O’Neill said con
cerning her reason for running.
Larsen said that as a politi
cal science major, Congress is
the type of thing she’d like to
be involved in. “I want to see if
I like it,” she said.
The candidates had opinions
about various issues on campus,
but admitted that as they’ve
only been here for a couple of
weeks, they didn’t have much

of an idea about what was go
ing on. “We’re new to all of this.
We have no idea about any
thing,” Larsen said.“We’re like
a piece of paper with no writ
ing on it.”
The group discussed was
the new anti-smoking rule at
PC. The support for this rule
was nearly unanimous, except
for Juliano. “If roommates are
both smokers, and they talk
about it, then it should be okay.”
The increase in fines for
violating visitation was a more
divisive issue.While some had
no problem with it, others
thought the fines were exces
sive. Dailey thought the school
was standing up for what it be
lieves in.“I see nothing wrong
with it,” she said.
Larsen disagreed, saying the
fines are ridiculous amounts,
and shouldn’t be the same
amount as for drinking. “Hav
ing a guy in the room and hav
ing a beer in the room should
not be the same thing.” She did
admit, however, that she
thought it was a good thing that
girls do not have to worry about
their roommates having boys
stay over.
Begin thought that the
school gets their point across
through use of the fines..
“Charging large amounts of
money works,” she said.
A ninth candidate for repre
sentative, Ashley Jensen ’06,
was unavailable for comment.
Out of the nine candidates, five
will be elected to Student Con
gress.

the

September 19, 2002

cowl

WORLD

Page 7

Iraq’s pledge: A step forward or backward?

yahoo

Bush has made it very clear that he is skeptical about Hussein stepping
down and is willing to use U.S. military force if necessary.
by

Sarah Long ’04
World Staff

Iraq pledged Monday to give UN
weapons inspectors “unconditional ”
freedom to search, according to a brief
MIDDLE j letter from Iraqi For
EAST
eign Minister Naji
Sabri to U.N. Secre
tary General, Kofi Annan. The move

comes after President Bush’s speech to
the U.N. in an aggressive attempt to gain
international support to increase the pres
sure on Iraq. Whether Iraq’s pledge cre
ates a diplomatic opportunity or stalls the
process has deepened the international
divide between supporters and critics of
U.S. military action against Iraq.
President Bush and Secretary of

State, Colin Powell, are skeptical about
Many in the Arab world also wel
Hussein’s desire to step down. Bush
come the move. However, they believed
maintains that giving permission to
that it is too late for a peaceful agree
weapons inspectors, or anything short of ment because the U.S. has already made
a regime change, will not necessarily
a decision to attack, evidenced by the fact
preclude the use of force. Powell warns
that the U.S. is moving military equip
against being too optimistic about the
ment close to Iraq and is sending mili
agreement and calls for a new UN reso
tary personnel to Qatar.
lution. He said this move by Iraq is “a
Whether Bush has already made up
beginning, not an end,” and says the Iraq
his mind or not, recent events have dem
issue is not about inspection, but about
onstrated that the diplomatic conflicts
disarmament.
through the U.N. have been primarily
Great Britain, which has been the
about the legitimacy of an attack. Re
United States’s only ally in favor of uni
sponding to international pressure
lateral military action against Iraq, also
against unilateral action, Bush told the
views the Regime’s move as a survival
U.N. that it is “the task of this genera
maneuver. British Home Secretary, David
tion to provide the response to agression
Blunkett, said that Hussein has “every in
and terror.” If the U.N. opposes action,
tention of making a monkey out of the
Bush says, the U.S. will have to act
world.” However, he also said that it is “a
alone. Iraq’s pledge, on the other hand,
serious step forward.” Some speculate
has diminished the legitimacy of war.
that Britain’s drift from Bush’s hard stance
Now, the U.N. would have to agree not
is a result of Iraq’s successful attempt to
only with the need for a regime change,
further break down support for US action.
but also that such a diplomatic pledge
Other nations view Iraq’s letter as a
by a targeted country is futile. Whether
positive step, opening up the possibility
or not creating this situation was an in
for a diplomatic solution. German Chan
tentional move by Iraq, the momentum
cellor, Gerhard Schroder, who has been a
to put pressure on Hussein has been
stark critic of US unilateral action, said
stalled.
that Iraq’s move demonstrates the success
of the UN diplomatic role. China and Rus
Sources: BBC News, The Economist
sia are also optimistic about
the pledge and the oppor
tunity for weapons inspec
tion. Russian Foreign Min
ister Igor Ivanov stressed
the need to get the real facts
about the existence of
weapons in Iraq in order to
deal with the regime problem.
Deputy Prime Minister
of Iraq, Tariq Aziz, asserted
that Iraq’s pledge was cou
rageous, and believes that
the real motive for the
pressure on Hussein is to
yalxx)
open up oil sources. A Filipino Muslim joins a group of 300 protestors
demonstrating against U.S. threats to invade Iraq.

Vote count controversy strikes Florida for a second time
Reno puts election on hold while system is corrected

by

Mike Speight ’03
World Staff

Do you remember when Florida
embarassed the nation in the 2000 Presi
dential election with its vote counting
fiasco? Well, they're at it again. A whole
array of mistakes
FLORIDA |
ELECTIONS j and malfunctions
have thrown another
election's results into doubt. This time,
candidate Janet Reno who is running for
the Democratic primary for governor
spot is at stake. As of Monday, the race
was close enough that any major shift of
votes could win the election for either
side. Janet Reno needed only about 8000
votes statewide to win the race over her
opponent, Bill McBride.
Final results of the recount are due in
the Florida Secretary of State's office by
5 p.m. on Sept. 17th. Although she con
sidered filing a lawsuit to contest the

mishandling and the outcome of the elec
tion, Ms. Reno decided against it. In
stead she will await the recount and ac
cept its results as a gesture of Democratic
Party unity. A lawsuit might fracture the
party into factions and result in an easy
win for current Govenor Jeb Bush in No
vember. “We can't give Mr. Bush a free
ride by having Democrats fighting
against one another,” commented Alan
Greer, one of the lawyers on Ms. Reno's
campaign.
Despite around $30 million worth of
improvements to the voting system since
the 2000 election, nearly everything pos
sible that could go wrong, did go wrong.
For example, some polls opened late and
then closed too early. Many voters were
turned away because confused election
workers believed they were not regis
tered to vote. Governor Bush extended
the voting hours until 9 p.m. to compen
sate for these mishaps, but some pre
cincts mistakenly closed before then
The biggest problem were the new
touch-screen computerized voting ma
chines. Of the over 2,000 in Florida,
around 600 had to be manually checked
by voting officials because they malfunc
tioned. Many left without voting. One
such person was Marsha House, who
tried three times to vote and finally left
in frustration. She remarked “This is ri
diculous. It's the first time this has hap-

Oh, here’s another vote left on the floor from the 2000 presidential election.

According to Reno, up to thousands of votes have gone uncounted.
pened to me.” Even Janet Reno encoun
tered problems when she went to vote.
She was forced to wait fifteen minutes
due to a malfunctioning computerized
voting machine. Governor Bush could
not resist the chance to take a jab at his
opponents. “What is it with Democrats
having a hard time voting? I don't
know,” he quipped.
All of these problems are painful re

minders to us of the hanging chad and
butterfly ballots of the 2000 election.
Follow up; Janet Reno threw in the
towel Tuesday in her bid for the Demo
cratic gubernatorial nomination, clear
ing the way for Tampa attorney Bill
McBride to face Republican incumbent
Jeb Bush this fall.
Sources: washingtonpost, nytimes.com
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Week in Review
Ask

happened on...

Tuesday

Wednesday

North Korea admits kidnapping of Japanese citizens

Suicide bomber strikes Israel

In an admission that shocked the international commu
nity, Kim Jong-Il confirmed on Tuesday that North Ko
rean agents had kidnapped Japanese citizens during the
1970’s and 1980’s and that four of them were still alive.
The admission came during a historic meeting between
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Kim —
or the Dear Leader, as he is officially known in domestic
circles — in the North Korean capital of Pyongyang on
Tuesday.
For more than two decades, a number of Japanese fami
lies have maintained that their missing relatives were
snatched by North Korean spies as they went about their
daily lives. The abducted left their homes never to be seen
again.
But in a bizarre chapter of North Korean history, Kim
Jong-Il apologized for Pyongyang's abduction of Japanese
citizens and promised to prevent similar acts in the future.

A suicide bomber blew himself up at a bus stop in north
ern Israel on Wednesday, killing one police officer and
wounding at least two other people, police and TV reports
said.
The attack comes after six weeks without a suicide bomb
ing in Israel. With no one claiming responsibility, Israel has
been quick to point out its enemy, the Palestinians. David
Baker, an official in Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
office, said that “Palestinian terrorists have once again set
out on a bloodletting of the Israeli public.”

Ewing retires from NBA

Patrick Ewing has
retired from the NBA
but has not left the
game he loves.

The former Knick great Patrick
Ewing anounced his retirement
Tuesday. The 40-year-old cen
ter retired Tuesday after a 17year career. Ewing missed 17
games last season with the Or
lando Magic and averaged 14
minutes per game, dragging his
career rebounding average un
der 10 per game.
Ewing said he has been
hired as an assistant coach with
the Washington Wizards,
meaning he will unite with the
player who often denied him
his shot at an NBA title:
Michael Jordan. When asked
about coaching Jordan, Ewing
replied “Maybe I will show him
some post-up moves.”

pc

Should the
U.S. go to war
with Iraq?

Parents charged for making child drink too much water
A couple have been charged with killing their 4-year-old
adopted daughter by forcing her to drink large amounts of
water.
The girl's parents said she was given the water as part of
a form of therapy to promote family bonding, but prosecu
tors said she was being punished for drinking Kool-Aid.
The child was tied with her hands behind her back when
she tried to fight off her parents, said Sherry Ragan, Chief
of the Utah County Attorney's Criminal Division. Cuts and
bruises were found around the girl's mouth, Ragan said.
Prosecutors said Cassandra Killpack was forced to drink
so much water that it caused fatal brain swelling. She died
June 10.
Richard Killpack, 34, and Jennete Killpack, 26, were
charged Monday with child abuse homicide and child abuse.
They were not arrested and are awaiting a court summons.

Alyssa Neubecker ’03
We should wait a little longer and
work on solving the crisis in Afghani
stan and do some more investigating
into Iraq before lives are lost.

Conflict in Iraq makes impact on oil market
Crude oil and products futures dropped sharply Wednes
day after Iraq agreed to allow the unconditional return of
U.N. weapons inspectors — a development interpreted as
pushing back the threat of war.
Crude oil fell to a day's low of $29.35 in Iraq on the
news of U.N. actions. Then prices started a rebound on
bargain hunting and short covering, and were further
boosted by Bush's strong stance.

Pat McCaffrey ’03

Weekly Spotlight

Yeah. We should have gone to war
with Iraq and took care of business
when Bush Sr. was in office. We
could have got ridden of bin Laden
in the past but we didn’t- and Sept.
11 happened.

Ramzi Binalshibh
Why he’s in the spotlight: Along with Ramzi Binalshibh's laptop, authorities seized
his cell phone during his arrest in a raid in Pakistan last week. Authorities consider
his capture to be important in terms of gathering intelligence about the Sept. 11
attacks.
You may not have known: The U.S. targets that the al Qaeda network and Binalshibh
had marked previous to his capture. They include both the Brooklyn Bridge and the
Statue of Liberty.

Has been linked with: The Pakistani officials were also investigating whether
Binalshibh was connected with the murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel
Pearl. On Tuesday, a senior Pakistani police officer told the Associated Press that
one of the al Qaeda suspects captured with Binalshibh was identified as one of the
killers of Wall Street Journal correspondent Daniel Pearl.
Yahoo

His future: A senior U.S. intelligence official told ABCnews that Binalshibh had Binalshibh’s knowledge about the al
left Pakistan earlier this week, but the suspected al Qaeda member was not bound Qaeda network could prove to be
for the United States. Instead, he was headed for a third country for intensive inter
vital in the U.S. effort against
rogation, the official said.
Source: ABCnews.com
terrorism

Coffins sales do not increase with half-naked women next to them
Sex appeal has been used to sell many
products in the past, but a company in
Italy has taken this marketing strategy
to a whole other level: using bikini-clad

women to sell its coffins.
The Rome-based funeral home and
coffin factory Cisa features its hand
crafted caskets alongside models sipping
champagne or reclining seductively on
the lids.
“We wanted to make the whole idea
of picking your coffin less serious,
maybe even make people laugh a bit,”
Giuseppe Tenara, one of the partners,
said. “Unfortunately the site hasn't
helped sales much, because we mostly
get calls from far away places like
Greece and Spain instead of Rome."
That hasn't stopped Cisa from creat
ing an online “sexy calendar” with yet

more temptresses frolicking among the
coffins.
Still, not all clients have been
charmed. “Some people are scandalized,
but we just explain that we're trying to
make people laugh,” Tenara said. Now
they just need to find people who
humor in buying coffins.
Source: Reuters

Bethany Callahan ’04
I wish I knew more about it. I hear
about it all the time in the news but
never enough to make a call on ex
actly what we should do.

We should go to war with Iraq because
it is important to know what the
[nuclear] threats are in that country.
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Stewart in a homemade pot of trouble
by Tim King ’04
World Staff

Vincent A. Cianci Jr.

BrowuDaUyHwaM

by Jay

Higgins ’03

World Editor

Vincent A. Cianci Jr. stepped behind a
different microphone this past week. In
stead of talking to a
Around
crowd of reporters as
the City
the city’s mayor,
Cianci had a new audience: radio listen
ers everywhere.
Why is Cianci hitting the airwaves?
“No. I, I need to work, I have to pay
bills,” Cianci said. "No. 2, it would be
boring to sit at home all day. No. 3, I
don't have any restrictions on my free
dom of speech.”
Cianci, 61, was convicted in June of
racketeering conspiracy. He was sen
tenced on Sept. 6 to five years and four
months in prison for heading, what fed-

era! prosecutors called, a wide-ranging
bribery scheme out of City Hall.
The man also known as Buddy, as he
was described by prosecutors in the case,
will appear each morning with Steve
Kass on WPRO-AM 630, a Providence
radio station.
In a way, history repeats itself. After
leaving City Hall in the 1980’s when he
pleaded no contest to assaulting his ex
wife's boyfriend, Cianci joined radio sta
tion WHJJ, and the show became an in
stant success. His show was so popular,
it kept his name in the limelight enough
to help propel him back into office in
1990.
Cianci, who was required to step
down from office immediately after his
sentencing, says he’ll talk about anything
listeners want- from politics to current
events.
‘‘We can talk about so many things,"
he said, adding that the key qualifica
tions for a radio show host are to be con
troversial, somewhat informed, passion
ate about the issues and a bit witty.
The show has been a hit thus far.
Phones rang off the hook and many call
ers had to wait up to an hour to get to
talk to the former mayor. And when they
finally got through they had nothing but
complete support for Cianci.
Unfortunately, his new post may not
last long. Cianci is due to report to prison
on Dec. 6.
Sources; projo.com, Boston Globe

NOW HIRING...
Motivated, energetic
Providence College students
LOOKING TO POSITIVELY IMPACT
•

YOUNG LIVES

CONNECTEDU
“Connecting Great Kids With Great Colleges"

94 Waterman Street, Providence, R.I.
401-330-1010

CONNECTEDU’S Campus Peers guide stu
dents, K.-12, throughout their educational
years and ultimately the college admissions
process by serving as mentors, tutors and ad
visors. Through personal relationships, Cam
pus Peers provide students with the insights
and confidence they need to chart their aca
demic course, discover their passions and
grow as individuals.

E-mail: mbowen@connectedu.net for an
application
Application deadline: Sept. 23

Ever since she has had her run-in with
the law, it has become fashionable to
make fun of Martha Stewart. We have
all heard the jokes about how she will
BUSINESS j have the cleanest jail
REPORT cell on Block D, and
how she will be able
to “cherish” those very special vanity li
cense plates she’ll be pressing every day.
However, does anyone truly understand
what she allegedly did and where she
was so wrong?
Martha Stewart has built an empire
on being a truly liberated and indepen
dent homemaker. Stewart is admired by
YillKH,
some and thought to be representative Maybe I can hide money in this pot.
of evil and greed by others. Regardless Stewart faces several charges includ
of one’s personal feelings, Martha
ing insider trading.
Stewart has nonetheless proven to be a
formidable businesswoman. She has currently undergoing lengthy hearings
on her involvement in the lmClone case.
made a bulk of her money from televi
sion and magazines, and continues to It should be noted that lmClone is in
invest in the stock market, and made her volved with problems that extend far
own corporation grow by leaps and beyond the scope of Martha Stewart.
bounds.
Stewart has been testifying in front of a
Recently, Martha Stewart has come congressional committee and, under
under fire for some questionable prac
oath, has stated the trade took place as a
tices in her personal trading on the new result of a letter to her stockbroker re
York Stock Exchange. Stewart is ac
questing that if the stock ever fell below
cused of insider trading in the stock mar
60 dollars a share that the sale of the
ket. After the fall of Enron and stock should take place. Ironically, such
WorldCom a new focus has arisen on a letter has not yet surfaced. Initially,
ethics in the business world, and Stewart members of the committee were hesitant,
is one of the major focal points in the if not a bit embarrassed, to be undertak
newfound ethical revolution on Wall ing this type of investigation of such a
prominent figure with very little hard
Street.
Insider trading is best described as evidence. However, over the past few
receiving information from managers of months Stewart has fallen out of favor
a company prevalent to the stock per
with many of the members on the com
formance, before this information is for
mittee.
mally released to the public (or even the
Since the investigation has dragged
company itself). Stewart owned shares on, new evidence has surfaced, and
of a biotech firm lmClone, which has run Stewart has been less cooperative both
into many problems early in the summer. inside the hearings and in her refusal to
Unbelievably, Stewart was able to un
produce key pieces of information. Her
actions have lead to more severe charges,
load her shares of lmClone before any
one else received word that the company possibly through a formal indictment.
Including in the list of charges, besides
may be going under. The firm was de
veloping a new cancer drug that was the insider trading, are obstruction of
eventually rejected by the Food and Drug justice and perjury.
In the past two months, ever since
Administration. Such news would (and
did) send the companies stock into a tail
news of the prevailing case was released
the Martha Stewart Living OmniMedia
spin. Martha Stewart was able to un
load the shares without taking much of (that’s right she has her o.wn stock) has
a loss. This stock unloading lead to dropped more than 65%. So take solace
widespread suspicion that Martha in the fact that although she may not
Stewart may have had some information spend a minute in prison, she will prob
given to her prior to the executives of ably have her empire ruined if not se
verely crippled. And that is something
lmClone.
many of us will surely “cherish” for a
A lot of people use their blind dis
trust and dislike for Martha Stewart to long time to come.
jump to conclusions on her guilt and
possibility ofjail time. However, she is Sources: New York Times, CNN.com

Undeclared and
thinking about
becoming an
Ed major?
Come to an orientation
meeting for info about
Elementary/Special Education
or Secondary Education.

When and Where?
Oct. 2nd @ 2:30 p.m.
in Harkins 334
Nov. 6th @ 11:00 a.m.
in Harkins 414
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Heart of the Matter
President Bush ’s Sept. 12 address to the United Nations made war with Iraq appear imminent.
While Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has welcomed U.N. inspectors, the possibility of
military action is still not totally removed. Will war be necessary? Our writers try to decide.

Timing is everything
if war is unavoidable
by Mike Raia ’05
Commentary Staff

The United States has no business
launching a preemptive strike on Iraq —
yet. However, trigger-happy
conservatives
HEART OF THE
in the Bush
MATTER: IRAQ administration
believe they have sufficient evidence
(and perfect political timing) to go after
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein.
Bush broadcasted his desire to
invade Iraq last Thursday in a speech to
the United Nations. He said, “We will
work with the U.N. Security Council for
the necessary resolutions... [But], the
purposes of the United States should not
be doubted.” This statement boldly put
his administration’s outline on the table
for other world leaders to review.

The CIA (an agency known for
not releasing information) has
repeatedly told the Bush
administration there is no viable
intelligence to substantiate an
offensive attack on Iraq.
Legislatures and citizens in the
United States have been critical of the
president for saying he would not be
restricted if Congress voted against
action in Iraq. He justified this claim by
citing the jurisdiction given to his father,
former President George H. W. Bush, for
military action during the Persian Gulf
War.
Since last year, Bush has been
steadfast on his views towards the
regime in Iraq. Moreover, the president
is willing to take the potential threat of

nuclear weapons as a just cause to invade
Iraq. He maintains this policy even while
the CIA (an agency known for not
releasing information) has repeatedly
told the Bush administration there is no
viable intelligence to substantiate an
offensive attack on Iraq.
Many, even within the president’s
own party, have been increasingly
suspicious of Bush’s actions. Sen. Chuck
Hagel (R-Neb.), who has openly
criticized Bush’s administration for
belittling the necessity of congressional
approval for a strike on Iraq, was relieved
to see the president go before the UN.
However, he is still unwavering from his
thoughts on a congressional vote.
“When [Bush] consults with our
allies and makes his case for a robust
weapons inspection regime, he needs to
tell our allies and people throughout the
world that the American people are
behind him— as articulated by a vote on
the part of Congress,” Hagel commented
Thursday.
Many Democrats have questioned
the Bush administration’s timing on this
issue. Jim Jordan, the director of the
Democratic
Senate
campaign
committee, was quoted Monday in the
Washington Post saying, “It’s hard not
to notice that the sudden urgency of war
with Iraq has coincided precisely with
the emergence of the corporate scandal
story, with the flip in the congressional
[poll] numbers and with the decline in
the Republicans’ prospects for retaking
the Senate majority.” Many are
beginning to propose that Bush is using
this crisis as a political tool to help
Republicans at the polls this November.
WAR/Page 13

Former U.N. weapons inspector Scott Ritter criticised Bush’s continued
push for war in Iraq at Georgia State University on Sept. 17.

REUTERS

An Iraqi woman stands next to a mural depicting Saddam Hussein. Hussein
opened his arsenals to U.N. inspectors after the U.S. threatened to take
military action against his regime.

Prevention before
proof in urgent times
by John McHugh ’03
Commentary Staff

Something has to be done about Iraq.
Most of the world agrees that Saddam
Hussein’s regime is a legitimate threat
HEART OF THE
MATTER: IRAQ
this
opinion
necessitate large-scale American military
action?
On Sept. 8, former United Nations
weapons inspector Scott Ritter spoke as
a private American citizen before the
Iraqi parliament. In his speech, Ritter
told the Iraqi National Assembly that the
United States “seems on the verge of
making a historical mistake,” the
consequences of which “will result in the
rejection of international law by the
world’s most powerful nation.”
Throughout Ritter’s speech, he
sympathized with Iraqi concerns
regarding U.N. regulations and warned
Iraqi officials about the level of fear that
has pervaded both American culture and
governmental operations since last
year’s terrorist attacks. But he also
suggested changes in the U.N. weapons
inspection policy and warned the Iraq
government that war would most likely
ensue if it did not embrace U.N.
regulations with a more “welcoming
posture.” Essentially, Ritter played good
cop to Bush’s bad cop.
The problem with Ritter’s message
is that, despite what he believes will
happen (or what he is trying to convince
Iraq of), the U.S. is not a rogue nation
that is willing to spit in the face of
international law. Last Thursday, in a
heavily inclusive speech he gave before
the U.N. General Assembly, President
Bush gave a detailed account of recent
Iraqi violations of international law.
Bush urged the U.N. to support efforts
to halt the activity of an aggressive
“outlaw regime,” but he made no
promise of unilateral American

aggression.
Many nations have spoken out in
support of Bush. Many nations have not.
The major concern here is that the U.S.
has almost no hard evidence regarding
any Iraqi possession of weapons of mass
destruction or any Iraqi governmental
links to terrorist groups. (Ritter’s address
of the Iraqi National Assembly also

We may not have pictures of
Saddam straddling a nuclear
bomb while wearing a cowboy
hat. But we do have the
testimony of Iraqi defectors like
Dr. Khidir Hamza, who claims
that Iraq could have a nuclear
bomb built within a few months.
touched upon this point).
I guess this is a problem with crime
prevention on any scale. You can never
be sure that someone would have done
something if you did not prevent him or
her from doing it. Yet we must sacrifice
a level of certainty if our civilization is
ever to prevent anything bad from
happening at all. We must sometimes
depend on speculation when we make
decisions. Otherwise, the course of
human events would be dictated by a
never-ending cycle of atrocity and
punishment. When exercised properly,
justice is a great thing, but it is a far better
thing when it does not have to be
exercised at all. You just have to be
pretty sure about what you are doing
when you are undertaking preventative
measures for any crime. And when the
prevention of that crime involves war,
then you had better be damn sure.
So was President Bush damn sure
when he recommended immediate
resolution to the Iraqi problem? Sure
IRAQ/Page 13
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Library renovation an
academic matter
Providence College has long prided
itself on being above educational trends
and its commitment to a classic liberal
arts education.
EDITORIAL
When most colleges and universi
ties dropped their Western Civilization
programs and core requirements, PC
kept theirs. When most schools let pro
fessors concentrate on research rather
than teaching, PC kept teaching assis
tants out of the classrooms and empha
sized course work.
This fall, that tradition could take a
dramatic turn.
As it prepares to renovate Phillips
Memorial Library, Providence College
appears poised to follow the collegiate
trend of turning libraries into “academic
centers.” These new libraries tend to de
emphasize books in favor of online re
sources and study space.
Granted, a renovation and other
changes are needed. To put it lightly, the
library is not exactly a sight for sore eyes.
As if the electric kool-aid acid carpets
are not enough to distract students, Li
brary Director Dr. Harvey Varnet is cor
rect when he says that the library is
“tired”-looking.
The library faces larger problems than
aesthetics. From academic year 19992000 to academic year 2001-2002, cir
culation numbers have dropped by onethird. Furthermore, two-thirds of the
library’s books have not been checked
out since 1997. The library’s collection
grows at a rate of 4000 to 5000 volumes
per year, while the library is not getting
any larger.
There is room for improvement in a
number of areas at the library. Yet, this
improvement should not sacrifice the
library’s, and therefore the school’s, aca
demic integrity.
The proposal aired by Vice President
for Academic Administration Dr. Tho
mas Canavan, Dr. Varnet, and architec
tural firm Keefe Associates at a May 7
forum is unacceptable. It called for mov
ing almost all books downstairs, plac
ing half of those in reserve compact stor
age (not browsable). Under this pro
posal, the Office of Academic Services,
the Writing Center, and possibly Aca
demic Media Services would move to
the ground floor of the library, and the
third floor would become a study space.

Effectively, Phillips Memorial Library
would no longer be a library — it would
be a closet library.
We are told that students learn differ
ently now than they did thirty to forty
years ago. We need “bells and whistles”
to attract us to the library. To combat this
problem, some have proposed to lower
the standard instead of maintaining it.
Granted, the administration is still
open to discussion. Dr. Canavan told The
Cowl last week that the May 7 propos
als were meant to initiate the discussion
and elicit a response from the faculty.
For a solid and focused response, the
College presented a solid and focused
plan, albeit a first draft.
This coming semester is crucial not
only to the library’s future but also the
College’s. The renovations issue is one
of the most important that the College
has faced in some time and should be
treated as such. The College should host
a series of open and well-publicized fora
and seek comment from the entire Col
lege community.
Providence College’s deliberate bod
ies must also take up this question. The
Student Congress should make it one of
the foremost issues this fall and offer
advice to the College.
Even more importantly, the faulty
Senate must judiciously deliberate this
topic. As Dr. Canavan said, the school is
indeed obligated to heed the senate given
their constitutional “authority to initiate
and regulate the educational policies of
the College.” If the very concept of the
library is not an educational policy, what
is?
The library needs a change. Yet, we
should not render it obsolete by hiding
the books, turning it into a study hall,
and reducing its function to an Internet
connection. There is a middle ground
that will leave open stacks, make the li
brary more aesthetically-pleasing, and
keep up with online resources. If that
middle ground means expanding the li
brary, then the school must consider that
option. The money saved by “creatively”
using the space available is not worth the
academic sacrifice. The stakes here are
much greater than Phillips Memorial
Library and its books. After thorough
discussion, may the school act with full
awareness of the consequences of its
decision.
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NOT SO PC

by Dustin Kahoud ’04

McPhail’s: Where everyone knows your age.

Letter to the Editor
“Grand Inquisitor” caption:
poor choice of moniker for mascot
I find it appalling that the Editor
permitted the inclusion of the caption
below the new PC Athletics logo on the
Cowl website which reads “He’s the
Grand Inquisitor,” in reference to the
chisel-faced Dominican Friar
dominating the new logo. I cannot
believe that the Editor would allow the
College and its sports teams to be
associated with what was one of the
most violent and intolerant periods in
Christian history. True as it is that the
Dominican Order was one of the
prosecutors of the Inquisition, it is the
last thing that should be celebrated
about the Dominicans, if at all. When
added to Spanish monarchical
ambition, the Inquisition tortured and
killed countless Jewish and Muslim
converts to Christianity, and those still
practicing their original faith were
forced to leave the country en masse. If
this logo Dominican is the “Inquisitor,”
he would certainly make a threatening
opponent for any Big East rival—
considering what Inquisitors did and
authorized be done to people—but does
it communicate real toughness, the kind
we want and the kind our players have,
or brutal insensitivity, anti-semitism,

bullying the minority if only for the
cover of Church or State? Three points
to close: To the writer of that caption—
do your civ homework tonight. To the
copy editors—if content is merely
spelled correctly (which much of it is
not—for a look at a case of multiple
orthographic mutation, see Cianci
article), does not mean it is fit to print.
To the Editor, this is a breach of ethical
responsibility which could bite you
back. Ask the NCAA if Grand
Inquisitors are acceptable team
mascots. As a writer for the Cowl
Editorials page in 1997, I know the
Cowl’s potential for producing a quality
publication. Please fulfill it and
maintain if both for your readers and
for yourselves.
Tom Lyman, ’99
Dorchester, MA
HS History and Foreign Language
Teacher

Editor’s Note: The intended
reference was to a chapter in
Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers
Karamozov as well as Mel Brooks’s
History of the World, Part One.
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Online Poll Results
Poll for the 9/12 issue: “How do you feel about the new
PC Athletics logo?”
It's tough and competitive.
(61%, 54 votes)

It’s okay, but it's sort of creepy.
(27%, 24votes)

That new Friar is just downright ugly.
(12%, 11 votes)

Poll current as of Wednesday 4 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “How could PC best renovate
Phillips Memorial Library?”
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Dorm security far from perfect, omnipresent
Caitlin Ford ’05
Commentary Staff
The recent rash of robberies on
campus testifies to the lack of security
in the dorm buildings at Providence
College.
The
STUDEN [ LIFE security office has
moved to a more
central location, next to Huxley gate,
which is definitely more convenient and
better for emergencies than the office at
the power plant was. However, this new
site does not prevent crime from
occurring around campus, especially in
the dormitories. And while the all-girl
dorms do have security guards, they are
there to act as supervisors of parietals,
not to avert theft or other misdeeds.
A certain amount of blame for the
recent burglaries belongs to students. In
the past two weeks laptops were stolen
from both McDermott and Aquinas
Halls. Although nobody can get into
by

either building without swiping a card,
students often let people in by holding a
door or by propping it open. These
practices could allow anyone to walk
into the buildings at any time. Also,
security cannot be everywhere on
campus at all times, so students must
take responsibility for their belongings
and for their behavior. If a student does
not recognize a person, not letting them
into a building may seem rude, but it is
really the safest course of action. Still,
it is sad that on an at least partially closed
campus a person cannot even leave their
door open when going down the hall to
the bathroom.
Even in Meagher or McVinney Hall,
where there is a security guard at night,
if a girl walks into the building there are
no questions asked. This is not providing
security; it is ensuring that boys are out
of those dorms by the time visitation
hours end. Most students at Providence

are at least 18 years old. We do not need
chaperones—we need security guards.
And while having boys sign in to the all
girls dorms does, most likely, deter some
crime, any girl could be as much a thief
as a man could be. Also, even those
buildings that do have security only have
it at night, at any point during the day a

Most students at Providence are
at least 18 years old. We do not
need chaperones—we need
security guards.
person’s property could be stolen or
damaged.
In all of the dorms, there is an almost
total lack of security and the protection
of the students living there is not a visibly
high priority. This is a common
complaint of many students on campus,

and is almost certainly a discouragement
for those students looking at Providence
College as incoming freshman.
One possible solution, and probably
the most viable one, is to set up sign-in
desks inside each dorm where a student
must show their PC
ID and guests must sign in with a
student. There are many arguments that
this would not guarantee a decline in
crime on campus. Any PC student could
steal a laptop computer or a DVD player
from another student’s room, and there
is no way to know whether any student’s
guests are trustworthy. However, there
has to be some level of confidence that
no one here would be low enough to steal
from a fellow classmate. A sign-in book
would also provide the security office
with a list of guests who were not PC
students and the student that each was
staying with. In this way, it would help
SECURITY/Page 13

Tangents and Tirades
Don’t let the new location fool you — Tangents is back to
its usual format of random thoughts and bits of wisdom.
Man of the people
David Cicilline’s victory in the Democratic primary is
refreshing the face of a political machine in Providence, which seemed as though
it would be forever entrenched in mob-style cronyism, despite the recent sentencing
of former Mayor Buddy Cianci. The self-proclaimed Italian, Jewish, openly gay,
Spanish-speaking Cicilline seems to embody the veiy antithesis of what Providence
politics have traditionally been. Additionally, Cicilline’s grass-roots style campaign
bodes well for how he will run the city if elected to office, which according to the
polls seems highly likely. How very sweet are the winds of change.
—Stephanie Pietros ’04

#2 not too shabby Think of academic quality, a vibrant campus life, and a sense
of community and think of Providence College. Says who? According the US
News and World Report’s annual college guide, PC is ranked number two among
144 colleges and universities in the region, slightly behind Villanova University
of Pennsylvania, with whom PC shared the number one ranking in 1998. The
record number of applicants for the class of 2006 is proof that PC’s reputation is
catching on, making for an increasingly competitive admissions process. More
than half of the 7,347 applications were turned away. Now that’s something to
write home about. —Lauren Quinterno ’03

PC Law pressed for application
The “Fifteen-Square-Foot Law” that was
applied to houses around Providence College last year has now been extended to
dorm rooms as well. How this is going to be enforced, I cannot imagine. The law,
which under the guise of a fire code was used to cut down on the loud parties in the
neighborhoods surrounding the College, cannot reasonably be applied to
dormitories and should not be. In a quad where there is little more than 15 square
feet of open space for the people living there, the college evidently wants the four
students sharing that room to have one guest at a time. When one student’s parents
come to visit, will he or she have to say, “Sorry Mom, only Dad can come in right
now. You’re next?” This law was not originally intended for dorm rooms, so why
is it going to be applied to them now? —Caitlin Ford ’05
It’s the principle of the thing I have this friend named Don McShoe. Turns out
there was a mistake in one of his grades last semester—just a typographical error
made in the Office of Academic Records. One would think, based on standard
logic, that the agent responsible for the mistake would be responsible for correct
ing it. Turns out that PC has adapted its procedures from the rules of the ill-fated
Inconventence-Everyone-As-Much-As-Possible-Land of EuroDisney. So instead
of a simple phone call from the professor, there have to be forms and signatures
processed through various offices and every time I call—I mean Donnie, yeah,
Donnie calls—to check on the grade change, nobody knows what he is talking
about! The worst part is that it’s Donnie and his professor who have to chase
down these people, even though Records made the mistake in the first place. Ob
viously, Academic Records is not going to change a student’s grades based upon
his word alone. Still, don’t you think since they made the mistake, they should be
the ones making phone calls? —John McHugh ’03

Run Lola Run The 13th annual CVS/pharmacy Downtown 5K was chock-full
Of female wonders. The curves of the female figure never slowed down women
truly passionate about “the run.” U.S. Olympian Libbie Hickman, the first American
woman to cross the finish line, was cheered on by her 10-month-old daughter as
she finished in third place with a time of 16:02. Hickman is a woman with a true
“carpe diem” standard. She had a baby and trained to outrun some of the world’s
greatest runners over the course of 10 months. More importantly, Marie McMahon
Davenport, a PC graduate and one of the greatest runners in Friar history, finished
beside Hickman with a time of 16:03. Kim Smith, a new member of our Friar
community, finished in fourteenth place with a time of 16:40. The greatest blessings
to Kim and all PC women of amazing strength! —Juliette Paul ’05

Killer Friars?
PC’s new logo provides the Big East with more reason to laugh
By now everyone on campus has seen the new PC Athletics’ logo. One PC student
was quoted in last week’s Cowl as saying it looks “like a young, tough Friar.” But
is there really such a thing as a young or a tough Friar? Yes, logos and school
mascots are rarely realistic. Other schools over-animate intimidating animals and
historical figures into tough designs. However, Friars are priests. Priests are not
tough. Let’s just go back to the traditional PC Athletics’ logo and not try to make
our school name something it isn’t. —Mike Raia ’05

JOHN ENGLISHMEN/THE COWL

Rev. Peterson, O.P., and Friars Club member Andrea Ricci ’03 light a candle
in remembrance of Providence College community lost on 9/11.

9/11 memorial lacked
Christian context
Peter Weathers ’04
Guest Commentary
Along with many other communities,
Providence College gathered together on
Sept. 11 in expression of a specific
by

message
Hundreds
of
COMMENTARY students
and
faculty joined together to “remember,
pray, hope, and celebrate peace. Some
aspects of the services achieved this
purpose, for example, the lighting of
candles in remembrance of victims, as
well as the music for the evening vigil.
But one could not fail to sense the
deadness of emotion, the shallowness of
expression, and the ambiguity of
impression which resulted from the

GUEST

Not one single mention of
forgiveness was offered on 9/11
How can we hear talk of never
forgetting a wrong in one ear,
and the demands of endless
forgiveness in the other?
College’s inarticulate memorials.
Firstly, what was the significance of
representing the fallen Twin Towers on
our campus? How could the event
planners
overuse
the
terms
“remembrance and healing” without any
exploration into what they mean and why
they are important? And why was there
no mention of forgiveness — which was
preached from the pulpit a mere four
days later — at all? We should be filled
with shame for our acceptance of an
impotent program, and anger at
hypocritical expressions of profound

importance with heavy repercussions.
A memorial to the World Trade
Center flooded the clouds above the PC
campus with a gaudy blue glare to
reiterate New York’s famous tribute. But
beyond the surface explanation for the
attraction, what was the purpose of the
signal? How is it possible to defend such
a tactless and confusing message,
characteristic of the lack of gravity which
the administration memorialized that
day? It was a confounding and
embarrassing tribute, a serious error on
a day of solemnity.
Another discomforting aspect of the
memorial was the lack of intellectual
integrity. The attack affected our campus
in a very real and sorrowful way, yet the
official line of the ceremony betrayed the
complexity of the issue. There was little
differentiating Providence College’s
memorials from secular services around
the country. It didn’t attempt to peer into
the complexities of what happened, why
we were wronged, or what we mean in
remembering. The homilies and
speeches rang empty, overusing catch
phrases without discussion of their
signifigance.
Even more shameful, however, was
the College’s failure to live up to its
Christian responsibilities. The hypocrisy
was made clear by the readings in this
past Sunday’s Mass. The readings
focused on God’s demand that we
forgive. How could we be unaware of
the discrepancy between Wednesday and
Sunday? Not one single mention of
forgiveness was offered on 9/11. How
can we hear talk of never forgetting a
wrong on one day, and the demands of
MEMORIAL/Page 13
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Bishop’s apology long overdue
Stephanie Pietros ’04
Commentary Staff
Even the most stalwart of soldiers will balk when
backed into an inescapable corner. Bishop Robert E.
Mulvee’s $13.5 million settlement with 36 victims of
sexual abuse committed
CHURCH by clergy, announced
SCANDAL Monday, Sept. 9, has been
deemed
historic.
However, coming a mere two months after a ruling by
a Superior Court judge ordering the diocese to open its
files concerning allegations and actions taken against
abusive priests, it is hardly unexpected.
Although the unprecedented financial settlement
was accompanied by Bishop Mulvee’s deepest
apologies to the victims, this seems more like another
instance in the Church of too little too late. Just like it
was a little late when Pope John Paul II stated that yes,
indeed, evolution does exist in the 1990’s—over 100
years after Darwin’s expedition on the Beagle—Bishop
Mulvee’s apology, however heartfelt, does little to
mitigate the effects of what has been allowed to happen.
After years of the diocese fighting to protect the files
concerning the allegations under the rather tenuous
guise of religious freedom, and months of preaching
to pray for those priests who are innocent [albeit a
majority of the clergy], it has suddenly been
remembered that oh yes, there are many people who
were legitimately victimized here, and oh right, it is
appropriate to pray for the downtrodden.
Before this is mistaken as another jaded expression
of cynicism towards the Church gone too far, certain
items should perhaps be qualified. Without question,
there is most definitely a need to remember to pray for
the clergy throughout the seemingly unceasing
revelation of more and more cases emerging in the press
this year. Not only are there many priests who are not
guilty of sexual misconduct, there are probably just as
many bishops who, rather than attempting to protect
pedophile priests (as in the case of Cardinal Law in
Boston), have brought these cases to justice. Also, it
would hardly be Christian if prayers were not offered
for those who have committed these wrongdoings,
given the continual admonishment in scripture for
by

forgiveness.
Nonetheless, it seems that throughout all that has
been brought to light in recent months, there has been
too little attention given to the victims themselves.
Rather, these victims have been abstracted into numbers
and figures, casualties of an institution which is
engaged in an age-old struggle to fight corruption and
decay not just in the world, but within its own
infrastructure. We feel vindicated by court rulings that
have forced dioceses throughout the country, not just
in Providence, to make public their files concerning

WAR: Diplomacy relies
on careful, timing
Continued from Page 10
In contrast. President George H.W. Bush waited until
after the midterm elections of 1990 to seriously
address the issue of Iraq.
Bush’s speech showcased the arrogance of an
administration receiving unprecedented approval
ratings. However, a preemptive strike on Iraq could
be political suicide for Bush. The Persian Gulf War
wreaked havoc on American relations with the Arab
world, involving the U.S. in continual lengthy and
expensive diplomatic affairs. Economic sanctions,
theoretically supposed to cripple Hussein’s regime,
have pushed the Iraqi people further down the trenches
and strengthened his power. In order to replace
Hussein’s regime, the U.S. military will need support
from those Hussein is oppressing. Nevertheless, as a

IRAQ: Threat demands
sensible action
Continued from Page 10
enough to justify a war? I think so. I cannot bring
myself to believe that fear and irrationality have
overtaken our national character to the point that we
would wantonly risk more life loss. We may not have
pictures of Saddam straddling a freshly constructed
nuclear bomb while wearing a cowboy hat. But we
do have the testimony of Iraqi defectors like Dr. Khidir
Hamza, who claims that Iraq could have a nuclear
bomb built within a few months. There is also no
arguing that the Hussein regime has been guilty of
repeated violations of basic human rights. If America

AP PHOTO

Bishop Robert E. Mulvee of the Providence diocese issued an official apology along with the
announcement that he had reached a settlement with plaintiffs in the sexual molestation cases.
allegations made against priests.
Yet, we have somehow lost sight along the way that
there is a human face behind all of these figures, and
people have suffered, indeed, are still suffering. These
people need prayers just as much as the clergy does. It
is truly sad that this is a mere addendum, an afterthought
to all of our ranting and raving about corruption in the
Church, and the problems of a celibate clergy or
whatever other phraseology the media has popularized
for today.
While it would be unfounded to doubt the sincerity
of Bishop Mulvee’s apology to these victims, it does
not seem in any way out of line to say that it is long
overdue. Mulvee’s apology, and in fact the diocese’s
settlement, have come rather quickly after the court’s
July ruling to open the files, given that many of these
cases have been on the books since the early 1990’s.
In fact, this is believed to be the longest stretch of
litigation over clergy misconduct in the nation.

result of the devastating sanctions, the Iraqi people
blame the United States and the UN for their
hardships— not Hussein.
In addition to the challenge in Iraq itself, Bush must
convince American allies they should join the effort.
Last Thursday, Bush “called on the world to act,"
putting many U.S. allies in a position they do not want
to be in. Despite his plea, no major allied powers have
stood vigilant with Bush on the issue of replacing
Hussein. It is unlikely Bush will win major support for
a war until there is proof of Hussein’s intentions and
powers.
President Bush must show diligent diplomacy
before costly military power. If Bush moves into Iraq
prematurely it will send a message to his much-needed
allies that he is trying to finish what his father could
not. For the first (and probably only) time during
Bush’s term, this columnist is actually calling on the
president to act more conservatively and wait until he
can see the whole picture surrounding Iraq.

has been a global police force in the past, in places like
Bosnia and Somalia, then why not now, when we have
military as well as moral concerns?
The world has no reason to trust the Hussein
government. As the president pointed out, Iraq has
been a source of aggression and hostility for the last
20 years. Yet, Bush still bears the burden of winning
over the world’s trust. If the Iraqis do not adhere to
U.N. weapons regulations by welcoming open
inspections, then some military action will take place
and innocent lives will assuredly be lost — period. It
is Iraq’s turn to make a decision about the fate of its
people. Maybe that is an unfair position to be put it in,
but sometimes you have got to roll up your sleeves to
prove that there is nothing hidden in them. And the
world has enough reason to believe that Saddam has
more then a few tricks up his.

Respond to these stories at www. thecowl. com

The Catholic Church and its dioceses are not mere
corporate enterprises, but have a moral and spiritual
obligation to those which they shepherd, especially the
downtrodden and wronged. It seems as though the
plight of the victims of sexual abuse by the clergy has
been too long forgotten. Indeed, in the case of the
Diocese of Providence, it would appear as though the
victims have only been attended to once all the legal
bases have been covered. Bishop Mulvee himself
acknowledged that one reason it took so long for these
particular cases to be settled was “a number of new
legal issues that required a great deal of study and
research.” This claim may indeed be perfectly
legitimate, but it does not in any way justify the human
side to sexual abuse cases that has been nearly ignored.
While there is no way to change the past, it can only be
hoped that it will not take so long to rectify such
omissions in the future.

SECURITY: Property, not
propriety, at stake
Continued from Page 12
the College resolve a theft situation, or at least
investigate it to some extent, instead of simply leaving
the victim out of luck.
No matter what kind of remedy the Providence
College administration and the security office decides
on, one surely is needed. While the dorms on campus
should be the places where students feel safest, the
lack of security in them leaves many students uneasy,
and not just for the safety of their belongings, but also
for their own well-being. And while the enforcement
of perietals is important to the school as part of the
value system it represents, this should not be the first
priority of security stationed in the dorms. That is
part of the responsibility of the RA on duty. The
bottom line is that no matter where the security office
is located, and no matter how many cars and officers
patrol campus, security in the buildings cannot be
improved without a major change in the method in
which the dormitories themselves are guarded.

MEMORIAL: A mistake?
Continued from Page 12
endless forgiveness on another? Jesus Christ warned
us that “unless each of us forgives [our] brother from
our heart,” we will be condemned by the Father. The
issue at hand is one, in Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s words,
of “cheap grace.” It is feasting without fasting,
communion without reconciliation, healing without
forgiveness.
I am a proud member of this college. But I am
ashamed and disheartened that a Catholic institution
with the motto “Veritas” would make such significant
mistakes. I blame all of us for acting merely as the
world does, and for bestowing upon ourselves God’s
grace, rather then accepting it as His Gift.
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Taste
town
of the

With Megan Gaffney ’03

Whole Foods Market
University Heights Center
601 N. Main St.
621.5990
If you get scared thinking about all
the artificial additives that might be in
the food you buy, you should visit the
new Whole Foods Market on North
Main Street. The Market serves mainly
as a grocery store and stocks a variety
of natural and organic foods, as well as
a collection of body care products. It’s
often more expensive than the local
Shaw’s, but it’s worth the investment if
you have the extra cash. Don’t feel left
out if you can’t foot a weekly grocery
bill though—check out the prepared
foods section in which you can buy
natural meals either to go or for dining
in the store.

Atmosphere:
A small but cozy corner of the market
serves as the dining area. In it, the
wooden tabletops boast attractive
pictures of some of the 140 Whole Foods
Markets around the country. Soft
lighting and attractive displays make the
store more inviting than the typical
warehouse feel of most supermarkets.
They also know their grammar: you need
ten items or fewer to get into this express
lane.

Selection:
Whole Foods has enough variety to
satisfy vegans and vegetarians as well
as carnivores. Prepared foods range
from entrees like apricot chicken or
vegetable quesadillas to side dishes of
sweet potatoes glazed in cinnamon. The
market also has a self-serve salad bar,
which has typical offerings as well as a
small selection of hot foods.

Quality:
Getting past one bite of the boneless
buffalo wings seems impossible, since
anything that smells and tastes this spicy
should be illegal. The quality of the
chicken is good, but it’s hard to notice
since it’s enshrouded in an unattractive
mass of soft breading. Try it if you like
hot foods, but don’t say you weren’t
warned. The steak quesadilla is a little
more manageable, though it’s still spiced
up with cilantro, peppers, and more.
Eating it is messy since the tortilla is
filled with sauce, meat, cheese, and
vegetables, but the taste gives you more
than enough reason to be careful you
don’t spill it all over yourself. Whole
Foods even makes an ordinary smoked
turkey wrap more interesting: rather than

Nice kitty
The latest production of
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
utilizes its small cast and
satisfies the audience
Tennessee Will
iams’ (left) trying
tale of alcoholism,
cancer, and family
relationships, Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof,
succeeds in the
Sandra Feinstein
Gamm Theater’s
adaptation. The
production, which
takes chances by
combining two of
Williams’ original
endings, runs
through Oct. 6.

Even Whole Foods Market’s logo
(above) keeps it fresh.
using a conventional condiment like
mayonnaise, the wrap is served with only
a thin layer of cream cheese. It’s a good
complement to the sun-dried tomato,
cucumber, lettuce, and overwhelming
number of alfalfa sprouts. For dessert,
check out their delicious bakery selection
of cupcakes, New York style cheesecake,
and much more.

Service:
The dine-in area is a deli counter, so
don’t expect to sit down and be waited
on. The staff is friendly and willing to
give you a taste of whatever might appeal
to you, so don’t be afraid to ask. There’s
also a microwave behind the counter, so
you can ask to heat up any of the cold
deli items if you’re eating there. Food
containers come complete with
ingredient labels, more evidence that the
Market is feeding you all-natural items.

Affordability:
Pricing for side dishes and the salad bar
is by the pound, so if you just want to
spend $1 for a quarter pound of mashed
potatoes, it’s possible. Foods like
quesadillas and wraps are around $4.
One of these and a side dish can easily
form a meal; just add an inexpensive all
natural beverage from brands like Fresh
Samantha or Nantucket Nectars.
Overall:
The Market is a great place for
discovering alternative and organic
foods in new combinations. Though the
food’s not always exceptional, it wins
points for being natural, creative, and
affordable. And it’s convenient: if you
go to stock up on quality food and
browsing makes you hungry, a big
selection of ready-to-eat food awaits you
across the store. It just might take a
failed attempt before you figure out
your best options.

GRADE: B+

A TTENTION SOPHOMORES!!

STUDY ABROAD INFO SESSION
Wednesday, September 25th
2:30 p.m.-Feinstein Function Room
Learn about the various opportunities available for
international study and find out what you need to do to
spend your Junior Year Abroad!
Sponsored by the Study Abroad Programs Office
336 Harkins Hall - tel. 865-2114

*********Check your PC email for more info!*********
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Erin Woulfe ’03
A&E Staff
“Mama, Big Daddy says Crap when
he’s disgusted.” Neither Big Daddy, nor
anyone in the audience of Sandra
Feinstein Gamm Theater could call this
production of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
crap. Haunting, yes,
THEATER sobering, definitely,
REVIEW but not anything
close to crap. Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof is Tennessee
Williams’ story of a family of
individuals who are searching to fill the
gaps in their life where there is no love.
Through both the excessive interaction
and complete detachment of the
characters, this play shows just how
intertwined love and disgust can be. It’s
the story of Brick and Maggie, Mae and
Gooper, and Big Mama and Big Daddy
and the love that is lost between these
three married couples and the disgust
that stems from their complex
circumstances.
Big Daddy is dying of cancer and
everyone is aware of it but him. Brick,
his favorite son, is too numb from
alcoholism to let it affect him. Maggie,
Brick’s wife is concerned for Big
Daddy, herself and her marriage and her
livelihood. Mae and Gooper are
concerned only with Big Daddy’s
money and where it will go when he
does pass away.
Brick’s alcoholism is a cause of
concern for everyone. The drinking
began due to the death of his best friend
Skipper, but the circumstances
surrounding their friendship and death
are uncertain to everyone. Assumptions
fly; Maggie has an affair with Skipper
alienating her from Brick. The
presumption of love between Brick and
Skipper is driving Brick to an
alcoholic’s death. Denial, disgust and
deception are all dealt with within the
context of being loved.
In a small cast such as this, a solid,
strong performance is to be expected
from all actors, and here is no exception.
The chemistry between the specific
pairs: Mae and Gooper, Maggie and
Brick, Big Mama and Big Daddy, is
excellent. This is exceptionally true
between the unlikely pair of Mae and
Maggie, played by Rae Mancini and
Jeanine Kane respectively. Their catty
fights and condescending treatment of
each other are both amusing and sad.
Their strong performances only enhance
the believability of the show. As a whole
by

however, the ensemble seems somewhat
disjointed. The lack of connection
consistently shatters the strong chemistry
between the pairs of actors. This however
is not a poor reflection on the acting or
directing, rather it seemed quite in
accordance with the intention of the piece
itself. Many of the characters spend most
of their time onstage trying to be
disconnected; it is only natural then that
the performance as a whole should
symbolize that.
Two specific performers deserve
mention: Anthony Estrella who plays
Brick and Wendy Overly as Big Mama.
Estrella is impressive at removing
himself from the action constantly
surrounding him. He says more by
raising his eyebrows than he does by
opening his mouth. Between emotion
and movement, the audience can always
tell how Brick is reacting, even when he
gives the other characters the impression
that he does not react at all. On the other
hand entirely, Overly performs an
extremely convincing, at times over the
top, emotional range. She truly made the
audience first laugh, then cry, and then
marvel at the strength which she assumes
to lead her family. Overly as Big Mama
unassumingly carries parts of this show
as any mother carries her family with
strength when things get rough.
As an interesting side note for the
script, Tennessee Williams wrote two
final acts to this piece. The first was his
original intention, and Elia Kazan, the
director for the Broadway production,
heavily influenced the alternative third
act. While the ultimate action is the same,
each version of the act assumes a very
different tone for the ending. After seeing
the performance and examining the
script, SFGT seems to have combined
both endings. The tone from Williams’
original ending is kept along with the
addition of certain elements from the
Kazan based re-write. It is an interesting
compilation and given the circumstance
of the two endings it works well for the
performance.
“Crap” this performance is not. You
will not leave having received that “click”
that Brick seeks which brings him
constant peace. At points it might leave
you as uncomfortable as a cat on a hot
tin roof, but if like Maggie, you don’t
jump off but stick through it all, you will
leave thoughtfully satisfied. Cat On a
Hot Tin Roof tuns at the Sandra Feinstein
Gamm Theater weekends through
October 6.

GRADE: A-
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Still heavy in the game
Six years later, hip-hop fans hold onto the ghosts of
two of America’s most wanted, but not their creativity
by Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor

In the six month span from
September 1996 to March 1997, two of
the brightest stars in all of music were
snuffed out before they could even
escape their twenties. Tupac Shakur and
Christopher Wallace (a.k.a. The
BIGGIE Notorious B.I.G.)
AND were legends in their
TUPAC own time, ghetto
documentarians
with something to say and enough talent
to make an entire industry sit up and
listen.
They were also casualties of the harsh
realities they rapped about, thug-living
street kids who died by the gun. Pac and
Biggie were modern musical
revolutionaries who never stopped
representing their art or their hoods,
standing firm at the forefront of hip-hop
until they were tragically cut down (at
the ages of 25 and 24, respectively).
Unfortunately, in the years since the
two murders, the rap game has yet to
produce an artist powerful, talented, and
commercially appealing enough to act
as the new flag-bearer. Excluding
contemporaries like Dr. Dre and the WuTang Clan, every rapper who has risen
to mainstream success since the deaths
of Tupac and Biggie has done so by
riding on their coattails without
advancing the form in any significant
way.
Simply put, Pac and B.I.G. own the
building, and all these other cats are just
tenants.
Don’t believe me? Let’s run through
some of today’s heaviest hitters:
Nelly. A limp imitation of 2Pac “The
Whoremonger” (as shown on hit singles
“I Get Around” and “How Do U Want
It?”) with a Midwest swing and an as
yet unexplained Band-Aid.
Eminem. Five words: “What if Pac
was white?”
Jay-Z. Though he has tried hard to
establish himself as the King of New
York, he’s still basically just living off
the blueprint Biggie drew up in “Big
Poppa,” “Hypnotize,” and “Sky’s the
Limit.”
DMX. As great as X is, when you
put him under the microscope he’s not

much more than a bargain basement
model of the “sensitive thug” posture
defined by Pac in ghetto hymns “Dear
Mama,” “Keep Ya Head Up,” and the
posthumous “I Wonder If Heaven Got A
Ghetto.”
Ja Rule. The most egregious
offender of them all, Ja is a rip-off artist
twice over (stealing Pae’s steez by
copping X’s watered-down version) who
uses a touch of Biggie’s smoothness to
de-fang Pae’s venomous flow. And he’s
not as good as any of the three guys
whose styles he’s biting.
There are examples of the influence
throughout the industry, from platinum
flamespitters Nas, Ludacris, and Shyne
all the way down to underground
rhymeslingers 50 Cent and Royce the
5’9”. Make no mistake, I’m not saying

that these artists don’t hold it down on
the mic, because they do: they just don’t
do anything really original in the process.
While the game has changed, the
styles haven’t, and six years after the first
fatal shots rang out, the shadows of
Tupac and Biggie loom just as large as
they ever did. They envelopes hip-hop,
from way up north to the Dirty South,
from the East Coast way out to the West
Side.
Back in 1994, authenticity in the rap
game hinged on how hard you were, and
the dual images of the “THUG LIFE”tattooed Pac and Biggie, the Armanisuited inner city mob boss, sat atop the
pecking order. After their high-profile
murders effectively ended the “gangsta”
age, it became obvious that a new
direction was needed. At this critical
juncture in the short history of the art,
mainstream rappers chose largely to stay
away from social commentary in favor
of concentrating on the somewhat lesser
form of the “ghetto fabulous.”
Apart of the hip-hop vernacular since
the heyday of Slick Rick, this concept
of extolling extravagance reached new
heights with Biggie and Pae’s lavish
videos, in which they casually sipped
thousand-dollar bottles of liquor, wore
expensive designer suits, and were
constantly surrounded by scantily-clad
models. These images of rampant
materialistic success enticed young
males, particularly young black males
kids who saw sports, rapping, and drugs
as their only shots at making some dough
and possibly getting out of the ’hood. It
was this behavior that planted the seeds
of “I think my butt gettin’ big” in the
mind of Nelly and made it seem like a
good idea for Fabolous to misspell his
name for no apparent reason. Cam’ron
and N.O.R.E. could never write songs
as resonant as Pae’s “Keep Ya Head Up”
or Biggie’s “Things Done Changed,” but
they could throw money at the camera
and talk about having sex in the back of

a limo. Mainstream hip-hop chose style
over substance and never looked back.
Six years later, we see that this
outward turn resulted in the rise of such
superficial “money, cash, hoes” empires
as Master P’s No Limit Entertainment,
Trick Daddy’s Slip ‘n’ Slide Records,
and Juvenile’s Cash Money Millionaires.
We see that it smothered the contrary
work of true schoolers like De La Soul,
Arrested Development, and KRS-One.
And we see that it reduced hip-hop’s
lowest common denominator to
previously unheralded depths.
Sadly, this is the living legacy of
Tupac Shakur and The Notorious B.I.G.:
scores of less-talented rappers trying so
badly to imitate their ghetto fabulous
lifestyles and in the process completely
neglecting the need for social relevance
and artistic evolution that solidified their
work and tied it all together.
At this point, no influx of talented
artists can simply elevate the rap game
from its current diminished form.
What’s done is done, and it’s going to
take more than just the artists to make a
change. Until we as a record-buying
populace announce that we want
mainstream hip-hop to signify once
again, it won’t. We need to become
indignant with the nonsense we see
spread all over MTV, because it’s
demeaning the greatness of what Chuck
D once called “the black community’s
CNN.” It has to stop, and for that to
happen, we have to stop buying it.
We need to come to terms with the
deaths of Pac and Biggie once and for
all. Yes, they were legendary, and yes,
they were revolutionaries, but for the
sake of hip-hop, we need to step out of
this six-year shadow and bathe in the
sunlight. Tupac Shakur and The
Notorious B.I.G. are always going to be
heavy in the game. But it’s high time
we took their weight off of our backs.
Once we do, as Biggie famously said,
“The sky is the limit.”
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Urban Elements
The underground Slim Shady
Emcee Slug makes up for Marshall Mathers ’ lost ground
by Joe

Mavodones ’05

A&E Staff
It has been four years since The Slim
Shady LP introduced Eminem’s
fascinating and dysfunctional family to
America. Now, we know all about his
abusive mother, Debbie, his lovely wife,
Kim, and his daughter, Hailie Jade. But
have you ever heard of his long lost older
brother from Minnesota who rocks more
mics than even Slim himself?
Minneapolis-based emcee Slug may
not exactly be a Mathers by birth, but he
possesses enough wisdom, creativity,
and skill to be Marshall’s more talented
older brother. Combining a silky smooth
delivery with introspective lyrics, Slug
has risen to legendary status in the world
of underground hip-hop. As a member
of the group Atmosphere, Slug first
gained notoriety with the 1997 release
Overcast!. In 2001, he dropped the Lucy
Ford EP’s, one of the best hip-hop
albums in recent memory. After all his
success and critical acclaim, Slug has
proved one solid point: he represents
what Eminem could have been had Em
stuck to his initial, independent ways
rather than signing with a major label.
When Slug delivered Overcast!, he
and Eminem stood on equal ground in
the underground hip-hop community.
Both had incredible mic skills, both were
relatively unknown to the masses, and
both were just beginning to reach their
creative potential. However, Eminem
crossed the threshold into the
commercial, 77?L-powered world of pop
music by signing with Dr. Dre’s
Aftermath label in 1997. The move has
resulted in worldwide recognition, the
release of some challenging material into
the mainstream, and Mr. Mathers making
lots of money. But he never fulfilled his
true potential. Eminem’s shortfall is

Rhyme styles of the rich and blameless: While Eminem(top right)
cashed in, Minneaplis-based Slug (top left) sharpened his skills and
became the best emcee you’ve never heard of.

most evident when viewed alongside
Slug’s accomplishments.
Slug sacrificed major label money to
stay in the underground, planting his
roots with Rhyme Sayers Entertainment,
the independent Minneapolis label he ran
with his friends. In 2001, after
establishing credibility in the Midwest
and eventually earning national
exposure, Slug teamed up with
California-based Anticon Records as a
member of the group Deep Puddle
Dynamics. The group’s album, The Taste
of Rain... Why Kneel, introduced more
listeners to Slug’s ability and was
regarded as a critical success. His next
effort, however, would solidify him as a
dope emcee and an underground legend.
Lucy Ford is a collection of three EP’s
that Slug and DJ Ant, collectively known
as the group Atmosphere, recorded over

a couple of years. Released in 2001, the
album begs you to listen and keeps you
thinking from the second the needle
drops until the moment the last song
fades out. The first track, “Between the
Lines,” sets the album off with a bouncy,
summertime beat, while Slug raps about
life from the variant perspectives of a
police officer and a “troubled” girl before
adding his own two cents in the final
verse. On “Like Today,” Slug explains
his daily routine to us, detailing his
summer walks around downtown
Minneapolis and taking note of all the
beautiful girls strolling the streets: “In
the summertime the women wear a lot
of skin/ and if I sit in one spot I can take
'em all in / sometimes I even talk, to see
if I can make one grin / if not, yo, it’s
cool I ain’t gonna take it personally/ from
Anne Landers, to Ani DiFranco to

Rush to the head

Kickin' a pop-country habit
The Dixie Chicks successfully return to
bluegrass on their new album Home
by

Coldplay’s new album soars
by

Dave Holman’03

Orphan Annie / I love all women, but
most of them just can’t stand me.”
Slug also questions the state of hip
hop culture on the song “Guns &
Cigarettes,” criticizing it for its over
commercialization and rappers’ desires
to “hit it big.” With more than a hint of
satire, Slug states that he wants to be
“bigger than Jesus and bigger than
wrestling / Bigger than the Beatles and
bigger than breast implants / I’m gonna
be the biggest thing to hit these little kids
/ Bigger than guns, bigger than
cigarettes.” Slug affirms his love for hip
hop on “Party for the Fight to Write,”
and tells the world what he would do if
he were in St. Nick’s shoes on the laid
back “If I Were Santa Clause.” “The
Woman with the Tattooed Hands,” which
sees Slug illustrate the difference
between good and evil through the use
of a tattooed living metaphor, is perhaps
the most original track on the album (and
of any hip-hop record released in the last
two years). Lucy Ford concludes with
the piano laced “Nothing but Sunshine,”
on which Slug tells of his isolated
upbringing in northern Minnesota,
informing us that “on the surface I
became a normal pre-teen / More afraid
of nuclear war than snake bites and bee
stings / My best friend was my TV /
Game shows and cartoons substituted for
puppies, rainbows, and balloons.”
The 70-minute Lucy Ford EP’s
demonstrates the pinnacle of Slug’s
rhyming ability and shows hip-hop’s
pure potential. Every song keeps your
head nodding and your mind thinking
about what Slug’s got to say. So if you
are tired of the never-ending drama of
the Mathers family, remember that Slug
made the album that The Eminem Show
could have been. Open your ears to Slug
the next time you hit up the record store.

Mark M. Balas ’03

Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Coldplay

The Dixie Chicks

A Rush of Blood to the Head

Home
Monument Records

Capitol Records

The Dixie Chicks have never left their
bluegrass roots. On their last two major
label albums, the Chicks may have been
hiding a little, balancing the down-home
iuiiiciz'
tracks like “Let ’Er

NOTE

Rip and Sin

Wagon” with more
accessible, mainstream sounds on
“There’s Your Trouble” and “Goodbye
Earl.”
But the pop/country compromise just
had to go. The Dixie Chicks kick off their
third release on Sony’s Monument,
Home, with “Long Time Gone,” an
oddly
authentic-yet-mainstream
bluegrass banjo romp that declares
today’s “music ain’t got no soul.” The
mountain music strain on Home only
runs deeper with the bawdy, fiddledriven fun of “White Trash Wedding,”
the mandolin-and-fiddle, almost-dirge
“Tortured. Tangled Hearts,” and the
unabashedly traditional “Lil’ Jack
Slade.”
Although the album features an
innovative (and yet country) take on
Fleetwood Mac’s “Landslide,” Home’s
gems are clearly “Godspeed (Sweet
Dreams)” and the personal war ballad
“Travelin’ Soldier,” which brings the
Chicks’ trademark three-part harmony
and moving songwriting to the height of

The chicks are back in town: The
Dixie Chicks remember their roots
and take the long journey Home.

Natalie Maines’ presence in the nest. Not
only is “Godspeed” a beautiful, slow, and
introspective lullaby, but it receives the
country-music knighthood of Emmylou
Harris’ backup vocals.
Besides its refreshing musical
honesty and significant role as a
landmark in the Dixie Chicks’ career,
Home will affect the bluegrass/country/
mainstream relationship. A vibrant, and
popular music act already on the edge
of its genre has genuinely accessed
another and arguably richer world of
music that most people cannot
understand. Here’s hoping they are both
the better for it.

GRADE: A

On A Rush ofBlood to the Head's lead
track, “Politik,” Coldplay lead singer
Chris Martin urges his audience to “open
up [their] eyes.” This comes as a bit of
a surprise, considering that “Politik” is
a politically-charged, driving rocker that
comes from a band
MUSIC who spent 2000 and
NOTE 2001 sweetly lulling
us to sleep. On
Head, though, it seems as if Coldplay is
conscious of Britain’s failed droopyeyed rock revolution, and wishes to
separate itself from that dead movement
as much as possible.
Much of Head is spent in the middle
ground between balladry and straight
rock, producing adequate background
music that wanders but never loses its
way. Unlike much of their dreamy debut,
Parachutes, the songs on Head propel
toward crescendo, building to a peak,
falling off, then fading into the next song.
After a few years playing live, Coldplay
seems to recognize the importance of
drumming, which makes their midtempo numbers more effective than
those on Parachutes.
The ballads, though, are the best of
the bunch on Head. “Politik” and “God
Put a Smile Upon Your Face” show
Coldplay’s talent for and willingness to
move beyond torch songs. The album’s

Coldplay (above) and their album, A
Rush of Blood to the Head (below).

first single “In My Place” is in the
ringing-guitar tradition of “Yellow,” and
works just as nicely. Head’s two lilting
elegies to happiness, “The Scientist” and
“Amsterdam,” tie the album together,
completing one of the best headphone
records of the year.
GRADE: A-
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The apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree
Parental woes storm Robert DeNiro in City by the Sea
by

Dave Teodosio ’05

A&E Staff
In one scene of City by the Sea,
estranged character Joey LaMarca
(James Franco) lays alone in his dreary,
dismal shelter. Through the rifts of the
ceiling, he sees an airplane gliding across
the sky. He looks like a scared child,
remembering his
MOVIE youth. He wants to
REVIEW get away from it all.
That picture of
despair sums up the entire feeling and
theme of the film. Taking the focus of
flight, Sea tackles the ideas of leaving
the past behind, hiding, and living
blindly. Although the plot may seem
simple and the story commonplace, the
overall emotion remains true to life.
It’s no surprise our character is
looking to escape. The ramshackle
boardwalk of Long Beach, N.Y.,
(actually shot in Asbury Park, N.J.),
where the drug dealers, the prostitutes,
and all the marginal life of the city try to
survive, is his environment. Darkness
is his daytime and drugs are his
sustenance. For the denizens of the run
down, leaky casinos, all they have is their
prayers—essentially, their broken
dreams.
The film opens with Joey, our
homeless junky, pacing the boardwalk.
He’s wearing tattered denim, flannel, and
a scrapped guitar over his shoulder,
which he is trying to sell for a few bucks.
One rainy night, in an inebriated attempt
to score some drugs, a scuffle breaks out,
and the next thing Joey knows, he’s
killed a man.
What’s another dead drug dealer here
and there anyway? Apparently a lot to

Detective Vincent LaMarca (Robert
DeNiro), a New York City police officer
whose roots go back to Long Beach. But
the detective has some problems of his
own. He’s divorced and has a girlfriend
(Frances McDormand) whom he loves,
but he can’t tell her because of the
burdens weighing on his mind. You see,
when he was a boy, his father was
executed for murder, and Vincent walked
away from his own son with the fear of
history repeating itself. Deep, right?
So our characters take flight from
their pasts, predictably running into each
other on their journeys. The detective
finds himself on the case of a murdered
drug dealer, whose body washes up on
the rocks, soon learning that his son,
Joey, may be the murderer. The main
conflict of the film is finally presented:
should daddy be the good cop and bring
his son to justice, or be the good father
and protect him?
Even though the plot of City by the
Sea comes across as shoddy, the overall
film is rescued by the strength of the
characters. Ken Hixon’s screenplay
provides characters with muscle, which
develop naturally and fully based on both
their environments and their interactions.
There is description and growth in the
characters themselves and both Franco
and DeNiro bring that to life.
Director Michael Carton-Jones gives
a valiant effort in creating the intense
father-son relationship between the two
actors. Franco is brilliant in the role of
Joey. He brings emotion to the screen
that holds the audience breathless.
Although his supporting role doesn’t
provide a great deal of dialogue, he
speaks with the stringency of his face and

Possession's strong
start, slow finish
Mark M. Balas ’03
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

by

Possession

Directed by Neil LaBute
Adapted from A.S. Byatt’s novel of
the same name, Possession traces the
love affairs of two couples separated by
short century, but drawn

TAKE together by history
While a costume
drama romance seems to be a stretch for
director Neil LaBute, whose world view,
as evidenced by In the Company ofMen
and Your Friends and Neighbors, is
distinctly negative, LaBute doesn’t
compromise his usual thematic concerns
of the destructive and cutthroat nature
of man.
The film begins with a young scholar,
Roland Michell (Aaron Eckhart)
discovering love letters written by 19thcentury poet Randolph Henry Ash
(Jeremy Northam) to a fellow poet,
Christabel LaMotte (Jennifer Ehle). This
surprises Roland because LaMotte was
a reported lesbian and Ash was
supposedly happily married. Roland
enlists Maud Bailey (Gwyneth Paltrow),
a LaMotte scholar, to follow the poets’
paper trail to north England. As Roland
and Maud uncover the mystery of Ash
and LaMotte, more of the poets’
relationship is revealed in tlashback. The
love affair between Ash and LaMotte
parallels the blossoming love between
Roland and Maud, who both fear
intimacy and doubt the necessity of their
work. And as we see Ash and LaMotte’s
affair ruining lives, Roland and Maud’s
relationship crumbles.
LaBute thrusts the audience into the
investigation into Ash and LaMotte’s
relationship, moving deftly among two
romances and a less-than-compelling

intellectual publishing subplot, keeping
the pace quick and interest high. After
about 80 minutes, though, Possession
bogs down and pacing slows. As Maud
and Roland fall in love, their dialogue
gets worse, and as their intellectual rivals
sniff out their trail, the main subplot gets
as goofy as an episode of Scooby-Doo.
And although Possession's mystery is
gripping from the first frame, LaBute
doesn’t give Roland and Maud enough
exposition for the audience to care about
their weightier scenes later in the movie.
We know that they have emotional
problems, but why? Roland and Maud’s
complexes are revealed in a pillow talk
scene that lacks any of the chemistry
apparent between Eckhart and Paltrow
at the beginning of the film.
Although Possession starts strong, is
well-crafted, uniquely plotted, wellacted, and explores a darker side of
costume drama love, it loses steam, with
its modern half petering out, and its
1800’s love affair tied up a little too
nicely for the destruction it caused.

GRADE: B

Director Michael Carton-Jones discusses a scene with City by the Sea stars
Robert DeNiro and James Franco.
the sadness of his eyes. The essence of
his character is captured in a shot of him
sitting on a railing of the boardwalk,
curled in a ball, shivering. The regret
on his face, pallid and cold, and the tears
in his eyes complement the gray twilight
behind him, shadowing his trepidation.
Franco articulates with needy rage a
hatred for his abandonment, and again,
the raw emotion is just incredible.
In contrast to Franco, DeNiro’s
character is unyielding: to change, to his
emotions, and to the fact that he is afraid
to love his son. His face and his actions
are quiet and stern. He is afraid of what
could happen if he is a father to Joey. In
fact, DeNiro hides his character’s fears
throughout the movie quite well; almost

too well. He seems flat, more or less
uninterested. But, in the end, he is an
explosion. He goes from one extreme to
the next. Finally we get a taste of the
the Raging Bull and Taxi Driver DeNiro.
City by the Sea has that superficial
humdrum plot we’ve come to expect
from crime dramas. But it is saved in
the unparalleled, untamed performances
from its actors. This is a case of strong
acting taking something average and
turning it into something exceptional.
And, if that doesn’t do it for you, then
see it just for Franco’s performance. He
is most definitely deserving of an Oscar
nomination. It sounds bold, but you
won’t be able to take your eyes off him.

GRADE: B+
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Get in the Freezer
by

on the freezer floor, next to the jumbo
pack wieners and slushy concentrate
mix.
After snagging a few additional
items— candy bars, Zippo lighters, and
a horoscope novelette- the third rate
robbers left.

Katy McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff

11:10 pm
“Get in the freezer!”
Billy walked toward the oversized
refrigerator. The taller of the two guys,
swung the door open and grabbed Billy
by the arm.
“Don’t you dare come out”

11:02 pm
“. . . and don’t forget to replace the
filters in the coffee machine before you
clock out. Joe will be in at about three
for the next shift.”
“Sure. Have a good night, man.”
When his manager flew through the
back exit, Billy was alone. He was the
youngest kid working at the store,
fifteen, so he got the crummy, late night
shifts.

11:03 pm
Billy’s shirt snagged on the meat
slicer as he casually made his way to the
check out desk. Meat slicer ... He
remembered the time he nicked the tip
of his finger off with that very meat
slicer. It had fallen into the sandwich, and
the manager sold it anyway. “Someone,”
he thought, “has my finger in their
stomach. Gross.”

11:08 + 30 seconds pm
The two men shabbily dressed men
shoved him to the ground and pointed
to the register. He was a foot too tall for
his age, and probably could have taken
both the guys together if they had not
had the gun.
11:09 pm
They packed their jackets full of
money. In the early 70’s there was no
such thing as a “security button” at the
checkout. It was the clerk versus any
crazy psycho in the world who decided
to come into 7-11.

11:08 pm
As he sat at the register, he reached
into his backpack and pulled out
“Chemistry Today” and a composition
notebook. He dug even further to find a
pen at the very bottom of the mess in his
bag. His whole head was just about in
the pocket, when the bell on the door
rang. Billy lifted his head.

11:11 pm
Billy walked into the chilled closet.
The door was shut. He waited, listening
patiently. All he could hear were a few
boyish giggles.
“A pair of stupid guys who are too
lazy to find jobs, looking for beer
money,” he thought; and he took a seat

11:15 pm
Billy continued to wait. And he heard
nothing . . .then a few new customers
chatting about the poor service,
apparently unaware of any dudes with
jackets overflowing with small
denominations of cash. He opened the
freezer, and looked around.
“Excuse me, son. How much is this
can of lima beans. Does a ‘Damaged’ tag
mean they are on sale?”
“Hang on a second, sir.”
Billy walked to the phone at the
checkout.
“Hi. Uh ... I was just held up at the
7-11 on Elm . . . No . . . Okay. Uh.
Thanks”
He hung up the phone.
“The lima beans are 38 cents, sir.”

Thanks to that 7-11 corner store,
thanks to those mediocre criminals,
thanks to this story, I exist. It was the
retelling of this true tale— in my father’s
typical non-chalant, humble style— that
caused my mother fall hopelessly in love
with him. My mom is a sucker for
bravery. And though my dad didn’t save
the cash, or catch the robbers (pretty
much, he just sat in an industrial size
freezer)... he is a real life hero. When
you are fifteen years old, working at
7-11 is not glamorous or cool. But when
you’re doing it to help support your
widowed mother, sister, and four little
brothers you are a true hero.

Scarred for
Life
by

Kaitlin Fluet ’03
Portfolio Staff

Everybody has a story to tell. There
are happy stories and sad stories, scary
stories and funny stories. My story is
different than most. It is a tale of horror
and suspense, spanning several long
years. The story involves unexpected
SHORT Take betrayal
valiant recovery. It
great
is a chronicle of forbidden love and
painful separation. This is a tale of a girl
and her blankie, and a true rendition of
how my parents scarred me for life.
Like most little kids, I grew up with
a blankie. Accompanying that blanket
was my thumb. Of all the things in the
world, I relied most on that blankie and
my thumb to get me through the day.
Stressed? Get the blankie. Tired? Get the
blankie. Sick? Get the blankie. You catch
the drift. Everywhere I went, the blankie
went too. From the day I was born, the
blankie was always by my side. It was
my best friend and closest companion.
It was soft, big, lovable and warm.
My parents hated that blue blanket.
Now, you must ask yourself, why in the
world would anyone hate this blankie?
Of course there were the times I left it at
Grandma’s house and made them drive
all the way back at ten o’clock at night
to get it. I surely couldn’t be expected to
sleep without it. And then there were
times when I wouldn’t let Mom wash it
because it smelled so good. Sure, going
shopping with a baby and a full size
blanket was not always convenient.
Sewing it when the satin edging started
to fall off or got caught on something
wasn’t always fun. I admit, sometimes

MY BELOVED BLANKIE/Page 21

Temporarily
by Joan Barker ’04
Portfolio Editor

There cardboard paper lay crumpled against scarlet,
Lit softly by ivory shades of sixty—watt composure.
$48.00
10% markdown.
Tie sewn with Terryville kitchen tiles.
By August, my arm hairs have grown golden,
And freckles tease the curves of my body,
set along a caramel skin.

Steamboats & Tobacco

The culture of timber.
The other yesterday,
With no title to amend,
Always this idle hour, too far from the day to slip.
[Moonlight slides along the guardrail, chasing the edge of my sight.
This carpet, beige or ivory, depending on how footsteps land.]

Moonshadows
Manganaro ’03
Portfolio Staff

by John

The wind is a joker tonight
it laughs as it teases her hair
Just enough to blow in front of her face
The moon throws baseballs of silver light
that hit my head and leave me dizzy
or is it the fireflies that dance across
Somehow they know their way
the flowers, they leave wrinkles in my memory
as I brush them aside to make room for myself.
I read somewhere that love grows here.
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My Beloved Blankie

The City That
Never Wakes
by

continued from page 20
the blanket caused some tension. All the
effort was worth it, though, I felt.
My parents, however, did not feel the
same way. One day (I couldn’t have been
older than three), I noticed that my
beloved blankie had changed.
Subsequently, I entreated my mother to
explain. You’re growing, she told me. I
was going to be a big girl. As a trusting,
naive and innocent child, I immediately
accepted her explanation. Why wouldn’t
I? Besides, my parents would never lie
to me. So, with blankie in hand and
thumb in mouth, I went about my usual
business. My younger days were happy
and carefree. Occasionally, I thought my
blanket looked a little smaller than it had
before. The explanation was always the
same though. I was growing and the
blankie, therefore, looked smaller.
This trend continued for a couple
years. Then, one fateful Thanksgiving,
something happened and I was forever
changed. My family was in the process
of celebrating the holiday at my
grandparents’ house, when I got up from
the table to take care of business.
Obviously, being five years old, my
blankie came too. I returned to the table
minutes later, where I quickly realized
that my blankie was no longer with me.
I went back to the bathroom and searched
high and low: Nothing. I retraced my
steps: Nothing. I enlisted my parents, but
they, alas, had no luck. It is at this point
I concluded that I must have accidentally

flushed my precious blankie down the
toilet. My grandparents panicked at this
alarming prospect and desperately
plunged the toilet, hoping against hope
that something would turn up. Their
septic endeavors yielded no results,
sadly, and my blankie was gone forever.
Quite imaginably, I was devastated.
I cried for most of the night. When my
mom tried to convince me that I didn’t
really need my blankie to sleep, I was
doubtful. Needless to say, I did get to
sleep that night because the night was
no longer warm and safe. I carried on
with life as one must when faced with a
terrible tragedy. I adapted to my new,
harsh environment as a matter of
survival. It is at this point in the story
where we must jump ahead to present
day.
I was home one day for the summer,
when for some reason, the mystery of

my old friend came up at the dinner table.
After reminiscing about the good old
days, my mom decided I was old enough
to know the truth. Honey, she told me,
your blanket looked smaller for a reason.
That night at the dinner table, I learned
the terrible truth: My mother and father
had conspired to cut my blankie while I
slept in order to make it smaller, with
the idea that one day it might just
disappear. Every so often, cloaked in
darkness, they would trim all the edges
and then shamelessly lie while I lived
my life unaware.
The tale of woe does not end here.
Remember that one Thanksgiving meal
at my grandparents’? As it turns out, the
morning after my blankie disappeared,
my mother was doing laundry. In the
sleeve of the dress I had worn the night
before, she recovered the blue ball of
blanket. I had put my blankie in my
sleeve for safekeeping. As it turns out,
my blanket was not as safe as I had
thought it would be. Rather than turning
the prized blanket over to its rightful
owner, the blanket was disposed of,
never to be seen or loved again. As if
living through the hardship wasn’t
enough, I had to learn of this treachery
by the two people I trusted the most. I
wonder what Dante would have to say
about this.
They might have won the battle, but
I won the war and got my revenge. One
week to the day after they took my
blankie away from me, I started carrying
around a queen-size pillow everywhere
I went as a replacement.

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

In the city that never wakes
Lives she who has a heart of gold,
Which, being precious, never breaks
Nor loses luster, growing old.

In the city fast asleep
She is the subject of each dream
Of love so pure it cannot keep
For such perfection only seems.
And in that city I, too, think
(If thinking can be done while numb)
Of how, to her, I’ll wryly wink
If blessed morning ever comes.
And apprehending signs so clear,
She will perceive the pair we’d make
And show me I have naught to fear
In the city now awake.
But secondary dreams aside,
The city braves eternal night—
Forever bedded I reside,
Too fearful of that morning’s light.

So in the city, wearily
My heart, asleep, continues whole,
For it, unused, can ne’er broken be—
Nor can it union with her soul.
Hence the difference in our purities:
My core intact for fear of use,
While hers a luscious entity
Which sparks not few to light love’s fuse.
Because I dare not seek out love
I have a heart that never breaks,
And am cursed to be a tenant of
That dismal city that never wakes.

Outline of the
Candid Tiger
by Joan Barker ’04
Portfolio Editor

I. Elaborate Script
a. [she] no longer lives her life in youth
maturing so seldom is feared
yet brings her now the dismal truth
toward this point her life has steered.

b. stubborn (a bit) though not her fault.
She was always strong and able
But as she pours the dinner salt
She watches it touch the table
c. Each grain a stone, though not enough
To make the corn bits edible
Up her arm she folds the cuff
And deems this life regrettable.

II. Pleasant pipe aroma
a. much of this time has come undone
b. the end of all negative space
c. leads her to doubt the rising sun
d. as the contours which shape her face.

Tuesday
September 24

3-5 P-m.
Slavin 211
Food, prizes, and giveaways

We’ve moved!
Visit our new
office and
start building
your future!

*
*
*
*
*

Internships
Senior year job search
Graduate school plans
Major and career info
eFriars and more!

Meet the Career Office staff
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Missing in Action
by Jessica Bonvino
Portfolio Staff

Part I
“Father’s Name?
Father’s
Occupation? Father’s Address?”
What am I supposed to write? These
questions are on every one of my college
applications. Maybe I don’t really have
to answer them. I
move on to the
ESSAY other questions
and hit another
tough one.
“Are your parents divorced, married,
single?” 1 checked divorced.
“What is the date of their divorce?”
I have no idea.
“Hey, Mom!” 1 shout. “When did
you get your divorce?”
“November 1982,” she replies after
a pause. One year after I was bom.
“Let me show you something,” she
says.
“I don’t wanna see anything,” I shout
back.
“Just come and look at this.”
1 walk into her room; the hope chest
is open and I smell mothballs. When it’s
open she’s walking down memory lane.
She thrusts a paper in my face.
“This is what I got in the divorce.”
The hope chest is on the list.
“That’s great. I don’t care!” I say
and walk out.
I don’t care about the stuff, but I do
care that I’ve never met my father. These
college applications must be getting to

me. Most seniors filling them out aren’t
pondering their father’s name and
address. They’re worrying about the
essays while I’m stumped by simple
questions.
I pick up the Profile Application. I
need to apply for financial aid, just like
everyone else, but I need it badly. My
father never paid child support and my
mother has worked hard to support me.
But hard work only goes so far and
definitely doesn’t come close to S30,000
a year.
I’m bitter about that. I should have
money coming to me; it would ease a
lot of worry. But I’d rather be in debt
than take his money. I probably will be
in debt for the rest of my life.
I don’t really want to meet him. Part
of me does, but I could never really love
him the way I love my grandfather, my

’04

father figure. Seeing my father would
just make me remember all the times my
mother has cried. My life has been filled
with talk about him. His supposedly
unmentionable name is mentioned every
day. There is always a comparison
between him and me, especially if I’m
fighting with my mother. “Oh, you are
just like him,” she’ll say. “He did the
same thing.” It’s not like I can help it. I
do have 23 genes from him! Everytime
his name is mentioned my grandfather
gets angry and shouts, “I never want to
hear that name in my house.” I don’t
blame him.
My grandfather really loved him. He
took him to baseball games, bought him
presents and treated him like the son he
never had. And my father betrayed him.
Thinking about that I’d like to spit in his
face. I’d love to kick him for all the
nights he has made my mother cry. I’d
love to hurt him because I’ve never had
a father.
He left my mother just after she had
me, at Christmas, and he didn’t care. He
picked up his life and moved,
supposedly. Everything is “supposedly”
because all I have are stories. I’ve never
tried to reach him.
My father’s father died a few years
ago. My name wasn’t listed in the
obituary as one of his 11 grandchildren.
Supposedly, his wife (my other
grandmother) was a beautiful woman, a
really good housekeeper, who brought
up five children. But not well enough,

Part II
"Would you rather live
life without ever knowing your
father or have one who abuses you
physically, mentally and emotionally?”
was the question laid before me one
night. My close friend and I sat on high
stools, with our coffee cups set on a
cheap dime table with deep scratches on
the surface. Both of us, inhaling the
second hand smoke and coffee fumes,
observing all the people who crave their
caffeine fix. I sat still for a bit and tried
to take in the question, acknowledging
the seriousness and the emotional road
that was ahead. I don’t usually have such
conversations on a regular basis, but
tonight is different because I had just
changed my last name.
I watched the steam rise from my
coffee, paying close attention to the
white swirls circling amidst the air. I
formulated my reply. “Hands down, I’d
rather never know my father, but in a
way, his absence is an abuse that I’ve
endured. I’ve watched the never-ending
suffering of my mother because he
abandoned her. In my home, I’ve
listened to the unnecessary fights over
‘never mentioning the unmentionable
name.’ I’ve withstood every moment
when his name was uttered, a
comparison was made, or a memory
reopened. I’ve stared at his pictures
when I browse through albums. Among
so many familiar faces, I see his, a face
that I only associate with thoughts of hurt
and pain, or sometimes I express no inner
emotion at all. Sometimes I feel as if
I’m staring into an abyss. I have no
memory of shopping with him, no long
discussions over the meaning of life, not
even a fight over typing up the phone
line. Instead, I see him and stare right
through his face, my eyes burn through
him so much that I’m surprised a hole
hasn’t formed on the page.” My friend
stared at the table and let me continue.

“Sometimes I’ll stare at his face,
through the picture, through the album
right to the floor and wonder what might
have been. I imagine how my life and
my families’ lives could have been
different if he stuck around. Would I
have more confidence? Would I have
wanted to be something other than a
teacher? Would I be a completely
different person?” I was nodding my
head, thinking that I would have been.
My friend then asked me, “Are you a
better person without him?” I didn’t
hesitate to answer. “Yes. I truly love the

“That’s why I changed my
name, because I don’t want
to be like him or have any
part of him attached to me.
all these twenty-one years
that I’ve carried his last
name, I’ve despised it.

person I’ve become and that I’m still
becoming. I love the choices I’ve made
about college, my major, my family and
friends. Perhaps, I would not be who I
am if I knew him. With God’s plan,
everything happens for a reason. My
father probably saved me from a horrible
life by walking away from his family.
He actually gave me a great gift. Without
his presence, he let me become the best
person I could be, instead of being like
him.”

“That’s why I changed my name,
because I don’t want to be like him or
have any part of him attached to me. And
all these twenty-one years that I’ve
carried his last name, I’ve despised it,
recently, more than ever. The only good
that it ever brought me was to be the first
name on the role call during my school
years. I also loathe his first name and
when I put the two together, it’s
incredibly hard to utter.”
I stop talking and my friend and I sit
in silence. He watches the crowds of
people, and doesn’t force anymore
questions on me, because he knows most
of my story. My thoughts still linger in
my mind, and I feel the hurt that I usually
do after discussing this subject for so
long. I suppose I do feel pain. The pain
in knowing that out there is a man who
never cared about his daughter, and was
quick to start a new life with new
children. That hurts, a lot. So I have no
affection for him. The common names
of “father” and “daddy” never part from
my lips, usually only the pronoun ‘him’
is associated with his being. The word
‘father’ is very foreign to my tongue;
even more rare is the word ‘daddy.’ Even
thinking about the letters makes me
cringe. No one ever hears me saying
daddy, and those who occasionally have
always pick up on the strange feelings
behind my annunciation.
This conversation tonight is not
unusual given the circumstances. I don’t
start conversations about him except
with close friends, but when the subject
comes up I get a lot of sympathy from
people— oftentimes the only response
is “I’m sorry you never met your father.”
I don’t blame them for not knowing what

as far as I’m concerned.
My mother did the best any single
parent could do. I turned out better than
okay for someone without a father. It’s
not really a big deal; I know a lot of
people don’t have fathers. I’m just glad
I had my grandparents, who really love
me. I’ve had everything I ever wanted
and am probably spoiled, though
definitely not a brat. I hear I have my
father’s love for computer games and
music. Apparently he was a good
musician and could play many
instruments and sing. I wish I could have
heard him.
I hate his pictures, though. He doesn’t
look like a kind man. There is one picture
in my house of my parents together. I
wish someone would take it down. It
doesn’t belong here. He doesn’t deserve
to be in my house, or my life. I’ll take it
down one day....

to say. I don’t really know what I want
to hear. Some people press the subject
with me and they’ll ask if I miss having
a father, which is always a strange
question for me. I don’t really have
anything to miss. I have no memories,
good or bad. I don’t suffer any emotional
scars from watching a divorce. There’s
nothing to miss or be sad about. It’s just
emptiness, an absence of a father, but
perhaps not even that, because I’ve
always had my grandfather, who has
literally been there since day one. The
biggest blessing has been having my
grandparents for every moment of my
life. So instead of bashing my father and
being consumed by anger, I want to thank
him for leaving me when I was a baby,
for I suffer no pain from his departure. I
also want to thank him for leaving me
before he could influence me to be like
him. Most importantly, I’d like to thank
him for leaving because my mother and
grandparents raised me my entire life, so
he must have known he wasn’t cut out
for the job.
So I’ve just changed the name I’ve
carried for all these years. It’s interesting
though that I’ve held on to his name for
so long. Perhaps, I was clinging to a false
hope. I was longing for a father who
never showed his face or an interest in
my life. All along, I should have paid
respect to the surname of the three people
who have raised me. Therefore, this is
an honor for them, especially my
grandfather, because he truly is my
father. The name that I now carry is my
living memorial to the people who meant
most to me in life.
My friend, who knows my family and
story well, finally looked up at me and
said, “Jess, this is one of the best
decisions you’ve ever made.” The tears
form behind my eyes as they usually do
now when I hear those words, and I feel
the delight in my heart in knowing that
I’ve made my family, my friends, and
myself so very proud.
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Indian Camp: The King and
A Meditation

the People

by

Neisha McGuckin ’03
Portfolio Staff
by

Every now and then I wake up and I am back there, in
the shanty, with the screaming Indian woman. I look up at
Dad, sweat dripping down his face onto his grey moustache,
soaking salty. The Indian woman’s expecting glow has
burned her up, until there is only her blotchy red horrid
face, a headdress of beaded sweat surrounded by the black
feathers of her hair. Where is her father? Probably out
smoking with the rest of the men, their ears shot by forty
eight hours of shrieking. The smell is terrible... it smells
of insides.
She was completely foreign to us.
“Damn squaw bitch!” says my suspendered uncle. He
has put out his cigar long enough to hold the woman down.
Dad never sees but my hands are clasped the whole time
I’m turned away from him. 1 say a prayer for her because
Dad says her screams are not important.
That was the last time I ever prayed.

Greetings from
EXIT 70 on the
turnpike
by Pete Tavis ’05
Contributing Writer

I’m literally living in a sewer. My
room should have a manhole cover for
an entrance instead of a door. Utility
workers should be coming in and out of
it to do repairs on gas lines and water
pipes. What is causing my room here on
SHORT the third floor of
STORY lovely Aquinas Hall
to transform from a
normal triple into a cesspool of filth? No,
it’s not the stench of my roommate’s
flatulence or the multiple dunes of dirty
laundry collecting around the room. On
the contrary, it is our sink. Not only is it
clogged, but it’s also backing up. It is
filled with an oily greenish-brown liquid
that probably can’t even be considered
water due to its lack of purity. If I had a
choice between sticking my hand in it
or jumping into a drainage ditch
alongside the N.J. turnpike, I would
probably go with the ditch. Being from
the dirty state, I have seen my share of
some nasty stuff, butmy sink has to take
the cake when it comes to filth. I had
placed a request for the Physical Plant
to come and check it out on the second
day I was here (which happened to be
Friday, Aug. 30) when it was just taking
a long time to drain. Two weeks and two
bottles of drain cleaner later and the
problem is only worse. We have been

monitoring the movement of the liquid
with a plastic fork we stuck into drain,
but we can no longer see said fork. We
believe that the liquid has either risen
above the top of it and is too thick to
see below the surfaces or it has become
so toxic that it has dissolved the plastic
all together.
I write this not as a complaint but
rather as a warning to anyone living on
the second floor of the north side of
Aquinas. If this eco-calamity is not
remedied quickly, you will be getting a
first hand look at this liquid as it is close
to overflowing our sink. If this happens,
be warned, we will not be attempting
to clean it but rather just abandoning
our living spaces and moving into the
study lounge. Without proper
containment this liquid will eventually
seep its way down through the ceiling
and into your rooms. As it drips onto
your desks, clothes, books, and
computers, I’m sure it will eat away at
them like acid in some old cartoon,
totally ruining them and causing you a
great deal of problems. So be
forewarned residents of the second
floor— with the track record of the
Physical plant responding to repair
request with the speed of a three-toed
sloth, I doubt they will be here in time
to save you from this fate. My only
advise to you is have all your most
important possessions ready to evacuate
at a moment’s notice and try to make
arrangements to stay with friends in
other dorms. Though, in the end. I’m
sure the sight of a shanty town on the
quad will prompt some ones attention
and the problem will be taken care of
shortly after that. But for now be just
be on the lookout.

Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff

The King was raised high above the multitude
Splendor and Kingship rode on his brow.
All eyes were turned to see that King
And to await his words.
Come,” he said.
Then the people came forward and consumed their King,
Taking at the same time, refuge
From the storm that rumbled outside.
A quiet fell of indescribable music silently rising
From those who had eaten of him, then “Ite, missa est.”

NOW RENTING
Student
Apartments

For20032004

Rent now for best selection
1 -3 Bedrooms

GEMMA REALTY
contact Joan or Maria
(401)273-RENT
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If life at PC was a TV show,
what would you call it?

“Smallville.”
Andy Yanchus ’03 Jeff Karam ’03
Will Crogan ’03 Matt Brewer ’03
Mark Schepp ’03

“Unsolved Mysteries.”
Repulsed Ray-Goer ’06 (19 times a week)

“”Sex in the City”
Caitlin Mullen ’05 Erin Greene ’05
Annie Russell ’05 Susan Leahey ’05

“Just Shoot Me.”
John Tombarello ’06

“Anything but The Real World.”
Jackie White ’04 Jill Connolly ’04

“Iron Chef.”
The Grill Guy at Slavin

Blossom and Six
“College Girls Gone Wild!”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Caroline Haines

Roisin McGettigan

Cheri Lapane

Women’s Soccer
Junior — Stillwater, Minn.

Women’s Cross Country
Senior — Wicklow, Ireland

Women’s Tennis
Freshman — Reading, Mass.

Haines led the Friars to two wins last
week as she posted consecutive shutouts
in goal. On Sept. 13, Haines made four
saves in a 1-0 victory against Maine. On
Sept. 15, she recorded six stops in a 3-0
win at Marist.

Schedules

Scores
Friday y/13

W Soccer vs. Maine
Volleyball vs. Binghamton (@ Robert Morris)
Volleyball @ Robert Morris

Saturday 9/14
M Cross Country @ Dartmouth Invit.
W Cross Country @ Dartmouth Invit.
M Soccer vs. Georgetown
Field Hockey vs. Northwestern (@ Michigan)
Volleyball vs. Cornell (@ Robert Morris)
Volleyball vs. Howard (@ Robert Morris
Sunday 9/IS
W Soccer @ Marist
Field Hockey vs. Iowa (@ Michigan)
Tennis at Army Invitational

Wednesday 9/18
M Soccer vs. Rhode Island

Lapane posted a 3-1 mark at the
Eastern Collegiate Tennis Champion
ships at West Point, N.Y. In her first
collegiate competition, Lapane de
feated the third and sixth seeded
players in the tournament.

McGettigan helped the women’s cross
country team to a first place finish at
the Dartmouth Invitational on Sept. 14.
She was victorious in her second con
secutive meet as she finished with a time
of 19:05.

W 1-0
L3-0
L3-1

2nd of 6
1st of 7
L3-1
L 4-3 (20T-PS)
L3-0
W3-2

W3-0
L3-0
Ind. Results

Friday 9/20
3:30 p.m.
Field Hockey vs. Albany
4
p.m.
W Soccer vs. St. John’s
2 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Robert Morris (@ St. Francis (Pa.))
Volleyball vs. St. Francis (N.Y.) (@ St. Francis (Pa.)) 5 p.m.

Saturday 9/21
Tennis @ Fairfield
Volleyball at St. Francis (Pa.)
Volleyball vs. Iona (at St. Francis (Pa.))

8:30 a.m.
Noon
3 p.m.

Sunday 9/22
Tennis @ Hartford
M Soccer @ Notre Dame
W Soccer @ Miami

Noon
1 p.m.
1 p.m.

Wednesday 9/25
W Soccer vs. Brown
Field Hockey @ Boston College

2 p.m.
7 p.m.

L3-0

Statistics
Women’s Soccer
PLAYER
GP G A Pts
ROBERTSON, Maura
63 2 8
BRUNI, BriAnne
5 3 17
O'MALLEY, Kerry
6 113
MCMORROW, Shannon
6 113
MCAULEY, Kyle
6 10 2
GARDNER, Kristin
6 10 2
BUTEAU, Kirsten
6 0 11

Men’s Soccer
Name
SOLANO, Mauricio
LYNCH, Eoin
WEXLER, Ian
BAKER, Brian
PETRARCA, Anthony
NOBREGA, Derek
SUERO, Carlos

GP
5
5
5
5
5
5
4

G A Pts Sh
2 15 8
1 0 2 10
10 2 9
0 113
0 0 0 6
0 0 0 4
0 0 0 4
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Friars, national powers collide
Providence takes on Iowa and
Northwestern Universities in
the Big Ten/Big East Challenge
by

Brendan McGair ’03
Sports Staff

One would assume that whenever the
Big East and Big Ten Conferences get
together to square off, it’s presumably
for bragging rights in college basketball.
That was not the case this past weekend
as all six of the Big East Conference
schools that play field hockey and all six
schools from the Big Ten Conference
hooked up in the Big Ten/Big East
Challenge to see who had the “superior
conference” when it comes to field
hockey.
For the Providence College field
hockey team, it was a chance to see
where the program stood under first-year
Head Coach Diane Madl. The Friars
entered the Challenge with a 4-2 record
and were looking forward to competing
against the power schools of the Big Ten.
“I thought it was a very good
experience for our team,” Madl said.
“The Big Ten is a wonderful conference
and while 1 think we (the Big East) are a
little bit behind, it shows what we have
to do in the future.”
The Big Ten/Big East Challenge is a
fairly recent innovation with last year
supposed to be the inaugural one. But
the Challenge was scheduled the
weekend after the terrorist attacks and
was postponed, setting the stage for this
year.
The Challenge is set up in a way that
there would be two sites with one school

from each conference hosting five
others. Last year, the schools that were
to host the Challenge were to be
Connecticut and Ohio State. This year,
Syracuse and Michigan were the schools
selected.
Given that in the past the Big 10 has
been regarded as the top conference
when it comes to field hockey, Madl saw
the Challenge as a way for the Big East
to close the gap.
“You can always learn from others,”
Madl said. “Not to necessarily copy
identically, but to take the pieces that
would fit best into your program.”
The Friars were sent packing West
as they traveled to No. 3 Michigan along
with Big East rivals UConn and No. 14
Boston College. Representing the Big
Ten at Michigan were Northwestern, and
No. 10 Iowa. Syracuse hosted Rutgers,
Villanova, No. 16 Ohio State, and No. 8
Michigan State. While the Friars left Ann
Arbor with two loses, a 4-3 defeat at the
hands of Northwestern and a 3-0 loss to
Iowa, they felt confident that they could
hang with the upper tier. That attitude
could prove instrumental when Big East
play begins later this month.
On Saturday against Northwestern,
the Friars were down 3-0 at halftime, but
were able to tie the score at 3-3 at the
end of regulation. Seniors Lyndsey
Brooks and Kara Lukens along with
junior Kelly Romanowicz each scored
one goal in the second half.
The two schools played two 15-

Providence

minute overtime sessions and still
remained tied at three. The game went
to a penalty stroke format, with
Northwestern winning a 4-1 advantage
and sending the Friars to a tough defeat.
“I was very proud of the team in what
we were able to accomplish in the second
half, but it was a very tough way to lose,”
Madl said.
On Sunday, the Friars responded to
the previous days’ disappointment by
giving national power Iowa all that they
could handle. The Friars and Iowa played
the first 63 minutes of play scoreless
until Iowa showed why they were ranked
as high as they were. Three goals in just
over four minutes spelled doom for the
Friars. Two of the Hawkeyes goals came

from All-America Tiffany Leister.
Despite the loses, the Friars remained
upbeat, feeling like the Challenge served
as a good barometer and will definitely
boad well for future games,
“I think the tournament went very
well,” said senior captain Kara Lukens.
“It was definitely a learning experience
and was the perfect preparation for out
Big East games.”
The loses by the Friars dropped them
to .500 on the season at 4-4. The Friars
will return to action on Friday, Sept. 20
when they host Albany at 3:30 p.m.
“I think we proved how well we can
play together and how good of a teeam
we actually are,” said Lukens. “We really
showed that we will be able to play.”

DO YOU WANT EXTRA
MONEY?
DO YOU HAVE A CAR?

The Cowl’s
Sports staff is hiring
Open positions are still
available on staff.

Pick up an application at 104
Slavin, or e-mail
CowlSports@aol.com.

Flexible hours available delivering for
Papa John’s Pizza.
Why work a boring job when you can hang
out in your car, listening to tunes,
delievering pizza making hourily wages +
tips + mileage money.

To Join the Papa Johns Team,
Apply at:
1526 Smith Street
353-7774
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Team focus pushes Friars
by

Paul Whitty ’03
Sports Staff

In order for a team to be
successful in cross country, it
needs all top five runners to pull
their own weight. In basketball,
one player could carry a team,
or in baseball
CROSS one batter
COUNTRY could theo
retically score
every run. Cross country, on the
other hand, is unique; a team
requires great performances
from each of its top five runners
if it wants to become the
champion. No matter how fast
one runner can go, he cannot
single-handedly carry a team.
With the importance of
having five solid runners in
mind, the results from the
Dartmouth Invitational this
weekend
were
very
encouraging for the Providence
College Men’s and Women’s
cross country teams.
The women’s team won with
34 points, taking five of the first
11 spots. Dartmouth came in
second with 55 points. With the
top four runners for the men’s
team sitting this meet out, there
was not much hope of PC
winning the meet. Although the
team finished second, a more
significant detail was that PC’s
fifth runner, senior Tyler
McCabe, had a strong outing.
He finished the eight-kilometer
course in 25 minutes, 19
seconds to take fifth place. The
Friars earned 62 points, losing

only to Dartmouth, which had
25 points. At this point in the
season the team is more
concerned with training than
winning every meet.
“Our goals are just to keep
improving every meet,” said
McCabe. “It’s so important for
us to keep improving behind
Adam [Sutton] and try to close
the gap between him and the
rest of the team.”
Running their first races of
the season were sophomore
Dylan Wykes, freshman Martin
Fagan, and senior Tim Curran.
Wykes earned ninth place
(25:35). Fagan placed 15th in
25:55, followed by Curran in
17th place in 26:00. Curran was
running competitively for the
first time in two years after
missing time due to injuries.
The fifth scorer for the Friars
was sophomore Ben Pollock,
who placed 17th (26:00).
In the women’s race, the
competition was tougher than
the University of New
Hampshire Invitational the
week before, where the team
swept the first five places.
However, the women were still
able to dominate.
Senior Roisin McGettigan
won the race in 19:05.
According to Head Coach Ray
Treacy, McGettigan’s per
formance showed why she is
one of the best runners in the
country. She was able to beat a
couple of high caliber runners,
including the 5,000-meter
champion of the 2001 Penn

FinishLynx NCAA Division I
Women’s Cross Country Poll
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
14
16
17

Team
Points
Brigham Young
390
Georgetown
375
Stanford
359
Colorado
345
Notre Dame
333
North Carolina St. 321
Arkansas
311
Duke
291
Michigan St.
261
Northern Arizona 246
UCLA
236
Villanova
221
William & Mary
195
Marquette
187
Penn State
187
Yale
182
Boston College
178

18

Providence

19
20

Arizona St.
Colorado St.

Relays, Mary Proulx of Keene
State. The Penn Relays is one
of the most prestigious
collegiate track meets in the
country.
Sophomore Mary Cullen
came in fourth place (19:23).
Finishing in eighth was senior
Emily Tallen (19:44) and in
tenth and 11th were graduate
student Heather Cappello
(19:53) and sophomore Deirdre
Byme (19:54). Cullen has been
the team’s second runner in both
meets so far, and will be an
integral part of the team’s
accomplishments this season.

173
165
160

MONDO-Division I NCAA
Men’s Cross Country Poll
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Team
Points
444
Stanford
427
Colorado
424
Arkansas
Wisconsin
406
Northern Arizona 393
373
Villanova
North Carolina St. 355
Georgetown
318

Providence

298

Oregon
BYU
Eastern Michigan
Weber St.
Michigan St.
Dartmouth
Colorado St.
Arizona St.
Portland
Duke
Notre Dame

296
294
286
253
249
215
208
184
167
160
150

“Each race is bigger and
better than the last,” said Cullen.
“The first meet at UNH was
more of a training run, and
Dartmouth this week had better
competition, our next meet at
Minnesota will have schools
from all over the country with
some very good teams. Last
year we finished second, so to
repeat that or do even better
would be brilliant.”
The Roy Griak Invitational
in Minneapolis, Minn., is the
Friars next meet on Sept. 28.
PC competes in Minnesota
almost every cross country

season, and with many
nationally ranked teams in the
meet, it’s a good indicator of
how the season will pan out.
“Minnesota is going to be
stacked with about 16 of the top
25 ranked teams,” said Treacy.
“It’s a meet where you had
better be ready to run if you
want to do well, and we will be
ready. I think our women can
go there with the idea of
winning the meet. The guys got
third last year, and if we can
duplicate that effort I’d be very
happy. We still have work to
do, though.”
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PC readies for Big East competition
by

Philippe Carson ’04
Sports Staff

Big East teams beware: the
Providence College Women’s
Soccer team is coming off a
successful weekend and is
looking to cause some upsets as
it gets ready to enter the Big
East portion of its schedule.
On Friday,
WOMEN’S the PC women
SOCCER squared
off
against
the
University of Maine in what
proved to be an extremely
physical game, with Providence
ending up on top, 1-0. The first
half of the game was played at
a standstill, as neither team had
many advantages or scoring
opportunities. However, the
first half was not entirely
uneventful as sophomore
Veronica Bakke, one of the
Friars’ top forwards, went down
on a hard tackle late in the half,
but was able to come back in the
second half.
“At first they were just
pushing us around, so we
gave it back to them,”
said sophomore Shannon
McMorrow.
The Friars dominated play in
the second half as they outmanned a bigger Maine team,
using their speed to create
scoring opportunities.
“I told the team at halftime
that we had to keep our shape
and stretch the field out so we
could use our speed to get
behind the Maine defenders,”
said Kerr. “I also told them to

keep the ball at their feet
because of the physical play in
order
to
get
penalty
opportunities.”
The game plan paid off as the
Friars capitalized on a beautiful
cross-pass by sophomore
BriAnne Bruni to McMorrow,
who broke the tie with a diving
header into the right corner at
the 77th minute.
Up 1-0, the physical play
picked up as sophomore Maura
Robertson took a elbow to the
head yet stayed on the field to
help PC preserve victory.
Junior goaltender Carrie
Haines looked to be at top form
as she was strong in net for the
Friars, stopping eight shots for
the shutout. The save of the
game came in the second half
when Haines sacrificed her
body and slid out with a Maine
forward barreling down on her
to stop what would have been a
sure goal for the Black Bears.
Confident after a solid
victory the team traveled to
Marist and kept the success
going as it beat the Red Foxes,
3-0. The first half of the game
started out like the Maine game,
with neither team gaining an
advantage. The Friars got a
sense of urgency in the second
half as Bruni scored four
minutes into the frame.
“We weren’t playing like we
wanted to in the first half
because we treated them like
any other team. Even though
we were not playing Notre
Dame, we had to play the
second half like we were and

PETE JOHNSON ’03/The Cowl

Emilie Comeau ’03 puts pressure on a Maine forward, forcing her out of bounds.
that was the difference,” said minutes of the game. Haines will be against St. John’s at
managed to hold on to the ball home and University of Miami
McMorrow.
Later in the second half, after a shot even though three away, both of which are big
Bruni struck again as she put the Marist forwards knocked her games, and the Friars will look
to start off their Big East
Friars up 2-0 on a superb backwards into the net.
“The two shutouts feel great conference record at 2-0.
individual effort, faking out one
“I think we are ready to face
defender and the goalie to score which gives me some more
her second goal. Senior Kyle confidence because I did get off the Big East teams because we
McAuley added a third goal to to a slow start, but the defense are on a winning streak and we
ensure no comeback. Again the has really helped out and have both the skill combined
Friars were able to preserve the prevented a lot of shots on net, with the determination to show
shutout on the strength of solid which was a big part of the the Big East what we are made
of and to prove that we are a
goaltending by Haines, who shutouts,” said Haines.
The team’s next two matches great team,” said Robertson.
made a great save in the final

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE/JOBS
Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~
Student Groups Earn $1,000$2,000 this semester with a
proven CampusFundraiser 3
hour fundraising event. Our
programs make fundraising
easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the
programs! It works. Contact
Campusfundraiser.com at (888)
923-3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com
Assistants-Part Time
$16.00 base to start. Fun work
environment. Local company
looking for outgoing students
for flexible positions. Work
around classes. Days, evenings
weekends. Call Now for
Interview! 575-2236
1986 VW CABRIOLET
179,000. VERY RELIABLE
CAR, NEW BRAKES, CD
PLAYER, MANY NEW
PARTS. 38 MPG PERFECT
FUN COMMUTER CAR.
FIRST $1500 TAKES IT.
CALL 241-4685.

JOBS/ SPRING BREAK
Marketing Agency seeks High
Energy Individuals for
Marketing & Promoting in
Rhode Islands Hottest Night
Clubs. Must Have Own
Vehicle. $15 Dollars an Hour.
Flexible Hours. Call: 1-888477-6668
www.HausPromotions.com

#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida,
Padre. 110% Best Prices!
Book Now & get Free Parties &
Meals! Group Discounts. Now
Hiring Campus Reps!
1-800-234-7007
endlesssummertours.com
#1 Spring Break. Look no
further!! 2 Free Trips/ Free
Parties w/MTV. Free Meals/
Drinks. Hottest Destinations @
Lowest Prices. Caribbean,
Mexico, Florida, Padre. Most
Reliable Company

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK INSANITY!
WWW.INTER-CAMPUS.COM
OR CALL 1-800-327-6013
GUARANTEED LOWEST
PRICES! WE HAVE
ABSOLUTELY THE
HOTTEST DESTINATIONS
AND PARTIES - CANCUN,
JAMAICA, FLORIDA,
TEXAS, AND BAHAMAS
CRUISE PARTY!! FIFTEEN
YEARS EXPERIENCE! GO
USA Spring Break
WITH THE BEST! CAMPUS
Presents Spring Break 2003.
REPS WANTED - EARN
Campus Reps Wanted. Earn 2
free trips for 15 people. Cancun, FREE TRIPS!
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Jamaica,
Acapulco, South Padre and
***ACT NOW! Guarantee the
Florida. Call Toll Free 1-877best spring break prices!
460-6077
South Padre, Cancun, Jamaica,
www.usaspringbreak.com
Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida &
Mardigras. TRAVEL FREE,
Reps Needed, Eam$$$. Group
Want to be seen by over
Discounts for 6+.
4,000 people each week?
1 888 THINK SUN
This space could be yours!
(1-888-844-6578 dept 2626) I
Contact The Cowl at
www.springbreakdiscounts.com
401-865-2214 about advertising
in the classified section!
Attention Spring Breakers. It’s
Free in 2003. 2 Free Trips/ Free
Parties w/MTV Hottest
Destinations @ Lowest Prices
Featured on MTV, Jerry
Springer. MSNBC & Travel
Channel. Most Reliable
Company
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710
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B&W: No splits or

flips for this editor
Continued from back page
basketball and hockey games. They’ll
be sporting new uniforms to go with
the new logo, and they look more
primed now than ever to leave their
mark on PC Athletics.
In a recent conversation with PC’s
Director of Athletics, Bob Driscoll
mentioned that the cheerleaders along with the pep band and dance
team - complete the college sports
atmosphere at a college. They lead the
Sixth Man at basketball games; the
student section at hockey games.
Driscoll even mentioned that he’d love
to see guys at PC to become
cheerleaders - to run flags, yell out
cheers, and so on. It should be done, if
there are guys out there man enough to
try out.
And while I joke about my
“attempt” - and let’s use that term
loosely - at cheerleading tryouts, the
truth behind my experience should be
JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

clear. Sure, they wear short skirts and
have pom-poms. Spirit fingers aren’t
an extra appetizer at TGI Friday’s for
these girls. And you’re right, putting
the words “black” and “white”
together in a cheer isn’t exactly rocket
science. But these girls are the real
deal.
I thought I would at least be able to
run with these girls for an hour, but I
couldn’t touch them. They’re fit,
they’re athletic, and frankly — they
impressed the hell out of me that night.
Cheerleaders may speak a different
language, but when you’re talking
about athletes - include them in the
mix.
They deserve it.
So the next time you’re at The
Dunk, and you even think about
poking fun at these ladies, remember:
you are probably not half the athlete
they are.
And as for me? Dance team you’re next.
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Soccer falls against Georgetown
Continued from back page
registering victories against No. 15
Alabama-Birmingham and Harvard.
Providence entered the game with a
1-3 overall record, still looking to earn
its first victory in front of its home
crowd. “Obviously, getting on track of
winning games is important.” Daley said
prior to kickoff. “I believe that we are
in a good spirit to win games, to stay in
them, and to compete against anybody.”
In the first half URI scored first by
capitalizing on a free kick opportunity
in Providence territory. PC hung in for
the remainder of the half and entered into
halftime trailing 1-0.
URI scored again early in the second
half as sophomore forward Mohamed
Keita sent the ball unassisted past
Greulich, scoring his second goal of the
game. The Friars continued to fight, and
nearly came within a goal on a close shot

All around, we had a good
effort; everybody showed up to
play today. The bottom line is,
we have to put goals in the net.
Jonathan Alva-Cavero

by freshman midfielder Anthony
Petrarca. The PC offense did have some
good stretches of possession in the game,
but it could not put the ball past URI
keeper Michael Charles.
“All around, we had a good effort;
everybody showed up to play today. The
bottom line is, we have to put goals in
the net,” senior captain Jonathan Alva
Cavero said. “We need to continue to
work on our problems until we improve.
We have excellent players, but we are
lacking in experience,” Cavero added.
Providence gave up the third goal of
the game with just under five minutes to
play, the ball deflecting off one of the
Friar defenders. After the game, Daley
pointed to the team’s giving up of soft
goals and a lack of mental toughness as
the main reasons for the loss.' He cited

Right now, we are the
kings of giving goals
to the other team.
Head Coach Chaka Daley

this as the main goal of improvement for
his squad.
“Obviously, we are disappointed with
the result,” said Daley. “We definitely
could have done better. We are watching
too much defensively in the backfield
and we are giving up soft goals as a result
of mental lapses,” he said. Daley added
that mental toughness is absolutely
necessary for the team to give itself
chances to win games.
“Right now,” he said, “We are the
kings of giving goals to the other team.”
Against Georgetown, the final score
is not reflective of the game played, as
the Friars gave the Hoyas a run for their
money throughout the game. The effort
was there, the hustle was there, and the
teamwork was there; it just wasn’t their
day.
“We definitely should have won that
game,” Daley said afterwards. PC had
some good moments of possession that
turned into scoring opportunities, but the
Friars just couldn’t seem to get the ball
in the net.
Georgetown got on the scoreboard
early in the game, as freshman Ben
Jefferson-Dow headed a direct kick past
PC senior keeper Michael Greulich.
While an ankle injury forced PC
freshman outside fullback Brian Baker
to shortly leave the game with 18
minutes to play in the half, the Friars’
defense held the Hoyas scoreless and
entered into the second half with trailing
by a single goal.
Providence closed the margin with 30
minutes left to play as senior midfielder
Mauricio Solano put a penalty kick past
Georgetown keeper Tim Hogan. PC
continued to utilize its quickness and
made a number of nice runs past the
Hoya defense, threatening Hogan several
times in the second half. The Friars
threatened to break the tie until
Georgetown scored its second goal of the
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Zachary Tobin ’06 sends the ball into play during the game against the
University of Rhode Island. URI won 3-0.
game with 10 minutes to play. The
Hoyas third and final goal came as a
result of a free kick and succeeded in
putting the game out of PC’s reach.
Greulich stepped up again for the
Friars, making five saves on the
defensive end. He currently averages
5.75 saves per game, ranking first among
Big East goalies.
According to Daley, “Mike is coming
along everyday and is getting better and
better with experience in big games. At
6’4 what we need is for his impact to be
from a height standpoint as well as for
him to create a stronger presence inside
the 18-yard line.”
Despite the loss, Daley remains
optimistic that the team is continuing to

move in the right direction. There are
things that the team needs to tune up and
improve upon, however, namely tidying
up defensively.
“What’s important for us now, is to
give ourselves the best opportunities to
win games and prevent giving our
opponents quality chances to score,”
Daley added.
While the Friars are improving and
heading in the right direction, they
certainly have a long way to go. Right
now, however, playing well is just not
good enough. According to Daley,
“playing well and getting results are two
different things.”

Tennis: Don’t wait to walk on
Continued from back page
yourself against recruits that the
coaches have handpicked themselves,
and there is fear of rejection and fear
of making a fool out of yourself in
front of a lot of people.
It was those fears that made me
wait until my senior year before I
finally got up the nerve to try out for
the tennis team. Every year since I was
a freshman, I’d tell myself that I would
go for it, but when the time actually
came, I would chicken out. Finally, I
realized that this year was my last shot.
It was now or never, and I knew that if
I didn’t at least try, I’d always wonder
what might have been.
Even though I got cut, I have no
regrets. I actually had fun trying out,
especially since I haven’t played tennis
competitively since high school. I got
through two pro-sets, losing one and
winning one, but it was obvious that
my skill level was no match for many
of the girls who were already on the
team. Still, I finished off my tennis
“career” at PC with a win, and it’s a
great feeling.
For those of you who have
contemplated trying out for a varsity
sport, learn from my mistakes and

consider these pieces of advice:
1. Don’t put it off. Waiting until
your senior year, like what I did, is a
bad idea and puts you in a direct
disadvantage compared with the
underclassmen. Even if you have great
potential as a player, you’re not a good
investment because the coaches really
don’t have any time left to develop
your skills.

2. Practice, practice, practice. You
can’t just get out on the field or court
and expect to perform brilliantly if you
haven’t played in years. The athletes
on the team have been working their
hearts out to stay in competitive form.
3. Don’t miss any tryout days. I
skipped the first day of tryouts because
of class, and I had to leave 45 minutes
into the second day, which wasn’t
exactly making a good impression on
the coach. Show that you’re serious
and dedicated about being part of the
team.

4. Don’t give up. Even if you get
cut, there’s always next year. And even
if there isn’t a next year, you tried your
best and that’s nothing to be ashamed
of.

When I told my friends that I tried
out, all of them were impressed and
commended me for my bravery. I also
gained the respect of the coach simply
because I didn’t quit. I stuck with it
throughout the entire tryout period
even though I was told after the first

day that my chances were slim.
Just because the outcome wasn’t
exactly what I hoped for, I’m not sorry
that I tried. Now if only hadn’t been
rejected from my first job interview on
the same day I got cut... ouch. THAT
one hurt.
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Volleyball
Schedule features
pulls out first Big East matchups,
win of season but not much more
by

Friars beat out Howard
University in five games
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

This past weekend, the
women’s volleyball team traveled
to the Colonial Classic at Robert
Morris University in Moon
Township, Penn., looking for its
first win of the season. The team
had four chances get a victory, but
■ it was soon
VOLLEYBALL re-duced to
one
last
chance after the Friars dropped
their first three matches. The
Friars lost to Binghamton (3-0)
and Robert Morris (3-1) on Friday,
and lost their first match on
Saturday against Cornell (3-0).
“The team started off flat in the
first match, and it looked like they
weren’t ready to play mentally,”
said Head Coach Margot Royer. “I
had a few heart-to-heart talks with
some of the girls and they played
much better against Robert Morris.
I thought it was the best match we
played all weekend.”
Going by the scoreboard
though, the best match that the
team played was against Howard.
The Friars defeated the Bison 3-2,
after dropping the first match of
the day to Cornell 3-0.
“It was the same story for the
first match; the team just wasn’t
ready to play,” said Royer.
“Against Howard though it was
different. Everybody came out and
it was a great team effort.
Everybody was working hard and
ready to play, even the coaches.
There wasn’t one person that
didn’t give everything she had. It
felt like it was a national
championship match.”
One player who stood out was
freshman Katie Fleming, recorded

Everybody was working
hard and ready to play.
There wasn’t one person
that didn’t give
everything she had.
Head Coach Margot Royer

24 kills and 13 digs in the Friars’
win. Fleming was the most solid
player for the Friars over the
weekend, recording over 50 kills,
with the majority of those coming
against Howard.
“Katie played great; she was
everywhere,” said Royer. “She
was getting frustrated in the first
couple games of the season and
wasn’t playing like herself, but
she learned from her mistakes and
you could see her become a
smarter player out there. The
team played off of her too, mostly
because of her mental intensity.”
Also helping the Friars to their
first win were freshmen Rachel
Tucker (14 digs) and sophomore
Ayana Cadres (14 kills). With the
core of the team being mostly
underclassmen, the Friars could
potentially cause some trouble in
the future. However, that’s not
to say that they won’t be able to
do any damage now. Royer
seemed to be very optimistic,
saying that anything is possible.
The Friars hope to carry the
momentum of their first vicory
into their next game, a rematch
against Robert Morris at the Red
Flash Invitational this Friday in
Altoona, Penn. They will also
face St. Francis (N.Y.), St. Francis
(Penn.), and Iona during the
weekend tournament.

Martial Arts Offers so
Much More..
•
Get in Great Shape
•
Build Muscle & Get a Great
Cardio Workout
•
Improve your Balances
Coordination
•
Learn Self-Defense
•
Develop Self-Confidence & an
Indomitable Spirit
•
Accentuate your other Sports
•
Build Humility & Self-Control

R.I. SHOTOKAN KARATE
1073 PARK AVE CRANSTON, R.I.

401-499-1860 www.rishotokan.com

College
Special
3mtts$99
Or
$40/mth /

Just a 5 Minute Drive from Campus !

R.J. Friedman ’03
Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball Schedule 2002-03

November

Beginning with a Nov. 23
GLOBAL SPORTS (ex.)
Sat.
2
season opener against Brown
USDBL (ex.)
16
Sat.
at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center,
BROWN
23
Sat.
the Providence Men’s Basket
Tues.
@ South Florida
26
ball schedule gives Friars fans
OHIO UNIVERSITY
30
Sat.
few games to look forward to
before the Big East schedule
December
begins in January.
4
Wed.
VERMONT
In
7
Sat.
RHODE ISLAND
MEN’S addition to
19
Thur.
RICHMOND
BASKETBALL Brown, PC
21
Sat.
@ Alabama
will host
NORTHEASTERN
28
Sat.
Ohio
University, Vermont, Rhode
PENNSYLVANIA
30
Mon.
Island, Richmond, North
eastern and Pennsylvania
January
before the Big East schedule
2
Thur.
@ Boston College*
starts on Jan. 2 at Boston
4
Sat.
@ Siena
College. The Friars will also
Wed.
8
ST. JOHN’S*
host the Louisiana-Lafayette
@ Villanova*
11
Sat.
Ragin’ Cajuns at The Dunk on
Wed.
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE
15
Jan. 15. Op the road, non
Sat.
@ Virginia Tech*
18
conference opponents include
NOTRE DAME*
21
Tues.
South Florida, Siena, and
Wed.
@ Miami*
29
Alabama — considered by
many to be one of the top 15
February
teams in the country this
VIRGINIA TECH*
1
Sat.
season.
4
Tues.
@ Pittsburgh*
Aside from the highly8
Sat.
CONNECTICUT*
touted Crimson Tide, the
12
Wed.
BOSTON COLLEGE*
remaining
teams
on
15
Sat.
@ St. John’s*
Providence’s non-conference
Mon.
17
MIAMI*
schedule are a combination of
22
Sat.
VILLANOVA*
local opponents and low-tier
@ Georgetown*
Tues.
programs. Arguments can be
23
made for Pennsylvania, last
year’s Ivy League champion,
March
and Richmond, a perennial
@ Connecticut
5
Wed.
contender in the Atlantic 10
8
Sat.
SETON HALL
Conference, but overall there
12-15
BIG EAST Championship
are few quality teams that will
help PC’s strength of schedule
* - BIG EAST Conference game
come tournament time.
However, the ace up the
Friars’ sleeve is their Providence will host St. John’s weekend before, the Friars
membership in the Big East on Jan. 8 for the first will host two exhibition
Conference. In its third season conference home game of the games against Global Sports
of Big East divisional play, season. Cross-division games and the USDBL, made up of
Providence will again meet include home contests against former college athletes.
each East Division opponent Notre Dame (Jan. 21) and
A strong divisional record
on a home-and-home basis, Seton Hall (Mar. 8), and away is the key to any postseason
while playing four games games at Pittsburgh (Feb. 4) hopes for Providence;
against teams from the West and Georgetown (Feb. 25).
however, losses to non
Division.
After Late Night Madness, conference teams dubbed
After the Friars’ Big East scheduled Oct. 17 to avoid the “easy wins” nationally could
opener on Jan. 2 game at BC, Columbus Day holiday the equally write the Friars’ fate.

?

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED STUDENTS TO SERVE AS
MANAGERS FOR 2002~03 SEASON.
GREAT OPPORTUNITIES TO BUILD RESUME, TRAVEL
AND EXPERIENCE BASKETBALL IN THE
BIG EAST CONFERENCE.

CONTACT COACH MARTINELLI (x2528) OR
COACH DORAN (x2538) FOR DETAILS.
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Going

out

Going out for the

TEAM
Virginia Cheng ’03 shares her experience of trying out for
the women’s tennis team, while in this week’s Black &
White, R.J. Friedman ’03 goes where no man dared to go —
cheerleading tryouts.

"Boys are Welcome!"
It was early one morning two
weeks ago when, as I walked into
Peterson, I noticed a sign calling
females everywhere to a test of
survival. Yet it was on that sign
that I found my calling. My
inspiration, if you will.
“Boys are
RIGHT HERE IN
welcome!” it
said in cute,
little bubble
BLACK AND WHITE
letters.
R..I. Friedman '03
Not one to
Sports Editor
turn down an
invitation, I thought that I would
take these ladies up on their offer.
So with the blessing of my editors,
I set out to boldly go where no
man had dared to go before.
Cheerleading tryouts.
That’s right, you heard me.
Forget walking on to the
basketball team. Forget trying out
for the Friars Club or BOP. I was
going to go where the real action
was.
Now, granted, I am not the Carl
Lewis of our times, nor am I an
All-American caliber athlete, but I
figured I could at least hold my
own with these girls. I have the
ultimate frisbee scars to prove it.
Further, I saw these tryouts as a
test -1 had no desire to make this
team whatsoever. But if, in the
process, I made some five-foot
freshman break down and cry well, that was a bonus.

B&W

In all honestly, though, I was
taking this seriously. I prepared
-1 watched my ESPN2
cheerleading competitions. I
took notes. I did my “Eight
Minute Abs” vigorously every
morning, and yes, I even rented
Bring It On.
I was ready.
The day of reckoning came. I
walked into Peterson, where
tryouts where being held,
dressed in my favorite windpants
and Cowl t-shirt, only to find 20
girls already stretching and
warming up. I was a half-hour
early. They had their game faces
on.
Intimidated? You bet I was.
It was quite clear that not one
of these girls were new to the
tryout routine. They stretched in
formation, like an army of clones
- hair up in ponytails, sleeveless
shirts, shorts with “Cheer!” on
the back. Apparently, the only
thing I had on the back of my
shorts was a bullseye.
The coach arrived - sporting
a huge white windbreaker,
yellow pants. Ray-bans. I
quickly learned that in just her
second year here as coach,
Renee Beaulieu had taken an
under-coached corps of girls and
turned them into a spirit machine
worthy of competing in the
national cheerleading

championships. PC
Cheerleading had apparently
become a force not to be
laughed at, but reckoned with.
Quickly realizing that I was
out of my league, I took
account of my situation. I was
still the tallest guy in the room,
which was comforting at first;
okay, so I was the only guy in
the room. But I at least had
that going for me, which was
nice, and so I started to warm
up.
Now, I’d love to say how I
thrilled these girls with a
backflip; or that I anchored a
pyramid any Egyptian would
be proud of. But that didn’t
happen. I definitely did not
pull off any great feats of
athleticism.
I did, however, pull my
groin. That was MY bonus for
the evening. If I didn’t believe
before that cheerleading is the
most dangerous sport in
college and high school
athletics, I was now a believer.
So, needless to say, that cut my
evening... (ahem) short.
From what I’m told, the 25
or so girls who showed up that
night were eventually turned
into the two cheerleading
squads you will find at

B&W/Page 29

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Prospective members of the PC cheerleading squad
practice a routine during last week’s tryouts.

Tryouts and
tribulations
by Virginia Cheng ’03
Assistant Sports Editor

“This just isn’t going
to work out.”
Whether that sentence
comes out of the mouth of
your significant other,
your employer, your
professor, or pretty much
just anybody, you can
almost be sure that the
conversation is not going
to be a positive one.
I heard those fated
words as I was getting cut
from the Providence
Women’s Tennis team two

weeks ago, and while it
wasn’t exactly the greatest
moment of my life, I don’t
regret that it happened.
Walking on to any
Division I team is no easy
task, regardless of whether
or not you’re a star athlete.
It takes a lot of hard work
to get in shape and get
your skills up to par, but
most importantly, it takes
guts.
Simply put, trying out
for a team is scary. You
often have to prove
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Rams, Hoyas leave
PC winless at home
by

RYAN E. WALSH '04/The Cowl

Carlos Suero ’05 tries to stop a Georgetown player from advancing the ball
upfield in action last Saturday. The Hoyas defeated the Friars 3-1.

Lauren DeMauro ’05
Sports Staff

It’s back to the drawing board for
the Providence College Men’s Soccer
team. The Friars faced one of its
toughest tests on Wednesday, going
head-to-head against the University of
Rhode Island and
MEN’S looking to rebound
SOCCER from a tough 3-1 loss
suffered
against
Georgetown University on Saturday.
But the Rams shut out the Friars 3-0,
extending the Friars’ losing streak to four
games.
Yesterday’s matchup featured what
Providence Head Coach Chaka Daley
described prior to the game as two
quality teams both up for competition.

He also recognized the excitement of
facing a local rival.
“Every game is important for us, but
local games certainly are more special,”
said Daley. “The last few games have
been very close, and were determined by
one goal.”
Going into the contest, URI held an
overall 23-6-4 record against the Friars,
who hoped to utilize their technical skills
and quickness up front to combat the
physically larger and stronger Rams.
URI was anticipated to be a true test
for the Friars, as the Rams had played a
number of tough teams already this
season, namely No. 2 Virginia and No.
10 Maryland. URI came to Glay Field
with a two-game winning streak,
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